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Winter sport resorts in Europe 2012/2013 

 

1 Introduction 

In many European countries winter sports are among the most popular leisure-
activities, especially skiing. Alpine skiing has a long tradition in the Alpine regions of 
Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Slovenia, Germany and France. Therefore, in these 
countries there is a very large interest in skiing, which is only beaten by swimming or 
cycling. 

During the decades skiing and snowboarding have become popular also in many 
other European countries, although the geographic or climatic conditions are not 
really good for these activiites. The number of skiiers has increased thanks to the 
growing number of high-tech cable cars and skilifts. Another reason for the growth of 
skisports are the new technological aspects of the skis themselves. Carving-skis 
make it easier to learn how to ski and therefore the number of people that want to go 
to the mountains on vacation is rising steadily. In addition to this the ñFreestyle-Skisò 
(Twin-Tips) attract more and more people, especially youngsters. Therefore, the 
number of people snowboarding has decreased in the last years. 

But Europeans are not only into alpine skiing and snowboarding, also cross-country 
skiing is very popular in winter. Most people connect this sport with relaxation and 
prefer rhythmic movement in a silent scenic winter landscape in the fresh air. Also, 
most of the time, cross-country runs are also offered free of charge. 

Some countries have built indoor facilities for winter sport fanatics, so it is possible to 
practice this sport all year, without being dependend on the weather. 

Especially for younger children and teenagers, winter is one of the most exciting 
seasons. Also, activities outside in the snow are highly recommended by health 
experts. Nevertheless it is necessary to consider the financial burden of such 
activities, especially for families. 

Survey of 26 countries 

The aim of this present pan-European market survey on winter sport resorts is to 
support consumers when choosing the most suitable ski resort for their personal 
winter vacation. 

Especially families can save a lot of money, if they are informed in advance about the 
prices and the availability of any special offers and family reductions. Well structured 
information about custom-made options or alternatives can make snow activities 
much more accessible. 

The European Consumer Centres Network 

Comparing offers is very time consuming, especially if this involes comparing ski 
resorts in different countries. Therefore, this survey has been realized by the 
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European Consumer Centres Network (ECC-Net). The aim is to give an overview of 
the various skiing possibilities across Europe. 

The ECC-Net (European Consumer Centres Network) is a European network 
consisting of 29 European Consumer Centres, representing all EU Member States 
and also Iceland and Norway. The network is co-funded by the European 
Commission (Health and Consumer Protection Directorate-General), the EU Member 
States, Iceland and Norway. The mission of the ECC-Net is to provide information on 
consumer rights under EU legislation and on opportunities offered by the Internal 
Market, in order to create consumer confidence and trust in cross-order transactions. 
This is achieved by providing advice and support to individual consumers in 
defending their rights when dealing with business entities based in different Member 
States. It also aims at assisting consumers to reach an amicable solution of cross-
border disputes in case of need. 

The ECC-Net collects information and analizes trends on selected topics at national 
and EU level, thanks to its practical experience in dealing with consumers. Thus, the 
ECC-Net provides a highly relevant input for campaigns that are designed to inform 
and educate consumers on various subjects. The ECC-Net publishes information 
material and every ECC has its own website. Access to all ECCs webistes is 
available via http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/ecc/index_en.htm . 

In addition, members of the ECC-Net engage in joint projects in order to investigate 
specific business sectors. This report has to be seen in this context. The report ñSki 
Resorts in Europe 2012/2013ò is the result of the second pan-european survey on ski 
resorts conducted by the ECC-Net and focuses on the price range and infrastructure 
of ski, cross-country and indoor resorts all over Europe. 

1.1 Skiing 

Compared to other sport activities skiing is one of the most expensive leisure sports. 

In order to carry out skiing you need a very complex infrastructure: cable cars or 
skilifts are necessary to carry skiers uphill as quickly as possible, more and more 
slopes are maintained by snow guns and in any case slopes have to be very well 
primed. In addition, ski resorts need adequate access to roads, which have to be 
maintained and kept in good conditions during winter time. Furthermore, the 
increasing number of skiers is leading to the need for accommodation also in 
locations, which are not easily accessible. 

Tourists are always asking for new attractions combined with high quality service 
every year, and it is up to the alpine region to keep their resorts attractive for the 
whole winter season. 

Service has its price 

The installation and maintaining of infrastructure in ski regions leads to very high 
costs, which usually have to be paid by the consumers themselves. Skiers that want 
to indulge their passion in a well developed ski resort have to pay between 35 and 50 
Euros per day (one day ticket for an adult). For one week skiing in a top region you 
have to budged for approximately 250 Euro or more (6 day ski tickets for an adult). In 

http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/ecc/index_en.htm
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comparison cross-country skiing, climbing or hiking is generally free of costs or at 
least available at very moderate costs. 

In addition to the costs mentioned above you have to consider the costs for 
accommodation and daily meals. It has to be stressed that the prices in very 
attractive ski resorts are high and families with children at school have to spend their 
vacation during the Ăexpensiveñ high season ï and this usually leads to a high 
financial burden. 

Example ñfamily packageò 

A family (2 adults and 2 children) for example has to face costs of at least 2000 Euro 
for one ski week vacation in a 3-star-hotel (including breakfast and dinner) and for 6-
day-ski-tickets for the whole family. Not included in this example are the costs for 
arrival and departure, for lunch (on the slope), costs for ski rentals or costs for 
learning how to ski in a ski school. This could lead to several hundred Euros and has 
to be considered in advance, when you are planning your financial budget for 
vacation. 

For an average household a one week ski-vacation will cost more than an average 
monthly salary. Therefore, especially young parents, who usually have a rather small 
budget, have to plan their winter vacation very carefully, because they do not want to 
run into debt. 

The ñcustom-madeò ski resort 

Of course top ski resorts offer brilliant service which leaves nothing to be desired. 
The main ski resorts within the Alps offer hundreds of slopes in top conditions, which 
are connected by the most modern skilifts as well as offering extensive freeride 
areas. Naturally this is very fascinating for real ski enthusiastics, but for parents with 
young children such resorts are offen unnecessarily luxorious. For young families 
small ski resorts with few kilometres of slopes are often sufficient, because they have 
to tailor their activities to the needs of their children. 

Also the wide range of spare time activities on offer can be redundant in some cases, 
especially since families often seek privacy and relaxation instead of action around 
the clock. 

Access to a whole ski region ï useful for families? 

Needless to say that many ski resorts are connected to a whole ski region in order to 
raise their attractiveness. People who purchase a multi-day ski ticket get the 
possibility to use a huge ski region, which is in some cases a whole province, like the 
big ski area of Dolomiti Superski in the Italian Dolomites, which includes 1200km of 
slopes. A similar service is available at the top ski regions in Carinthia-Easttyrol 
(Kärnten-Osttirol), which includes 32 ski resorts and more than 1000 kilometres of 
slopes. Access to bigger ski areas is even often available if you purchase a one and 
a half or two day ticket, although sometimes you have to purchase a 7-day ticket for 
such a service. 

One major set back about big ski regions is that getting from ski resort to another can 
take aslong as a day. 
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So, a skier who can abandon the superlative, can save a lot of money, because the 
Ăcustom-made ski resort for individual needsñ is often a really cheap alternative. 
Therefore, a comparison of offers and prices can be very profitable. 

Different slopes 

In general in Europe there are 3 different kinds of slopes, which are marked with a 
colour sign at the border of the piste: 

¶ a blue slope, an ñeasy oneò with a steepness of maximum 25% 

¶ a red ñintermediateò one, with 25-40%  

¶ a black slope with more than 40% steepness 

In some countries also a green sign does exist. These are learning or beginner 
slopes and can, for instance, be found in France (see chapter 16 France ï Val 
dôIs¯re). 

1.2 Cross-country skiing 

Cross-country skiing has not had the same devolpement as alpine skiing during the 
last years, but it is still popular, because of other values. Tourists mostly donôt book a 
winter vacation just for cross-country skiing. It is increaslingy seen as an additional 
activity during the holiday. Some tourists just take a day off from alpine skiing for 
cross-country skiing, to enjoy the landscape in a different way. Others are not 
interested in alpine skiing and book a relaxing holiday for hiking, cross-country skiing 
and maybe a visit to a hot spring resort or a spa. 

Therefore, compared to alpine skiing, cross-country skiing is better known for its 
calming and relaxing qualitites. In addition to this it is also a lot cheaper, as the most 
cross-country runs are free of charge. All you need is the equipment, which can be 
hired in nearly every winter sport valley. 

1.3 Indoor resorts 

To offer the consumers the spirit of winter all year around several indoor resorts have 
been built all over Europe. Some of them offer artificial snow for alpine or cross-
country skiing, others, requiring much less space, offer treadmill skiing. This is similar 
to a treadmill for running, but bigger. Here a mention must also be made, about the 
possibility of skiing on mats (dry ski). It is clear that this kind of resort can not be 
compared with the typical ñreal snow resortsò in the wintry Alps. This is not their 
intention. On the one hand it is a perfect opportunity for beginners to get used to the 
equipment. And on the other hand, advanced skiiers can stay in shape and practice 
their technic. And where there is a funpark, freestylers have the chance to pratice 
their tricks and learn new ones, all year around.   
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2 Market survey concerning almost 400 resorts 

2.1 Scope 

Such a report on ski resorts has already been published for the season 2010/2011 
and it was of great value both for the resorts and the consumers. It provided relevant 
information about ski resorts in different European countries and in particular, 
information on the size of ski resorts, the availability of lifts and cable cars, the price 
ranges and special offers, the payment facilities, etc. In 2010 altogether more than 
400 European ski resorts were contacted by 19 ECCs and 199 replies were registred 
and evaluated. 
 
For the season 2012/2013 a new survey has been carried out and moreover the 
project has been extended. New questions for the alpine ski resorts have been 
added. In addition to the questions from the last report, regarding the size, the 
differents lifts and the prices  new inquires have been made regarding issues such as 
season length and the avaliblity of equipment for hire. 
 
One other main aim of this survey is to illustrate the variety of different wintersports 
activities. Therefore, comprehensive questionnaires for cross-country skiing and 
indoor skiing were sent out to the relevant resorts in the respective countries. 
We are delighted that also ECC Belgium, ECC Denmark, ECC Latvia, ECC 
Luxembourg and ECC Netherlands took part in this project. 
 
The main purpose of this report is to provide an overview and to help consumers to 
find ñtheir custom-madeò ski resort for the winter season 2012/2013. 

Furthermore, for alpine skiing, the prices have been analyzed and compared useing 
6 categories. In addition a comment on the importance of skiing in different European 
countries has been included. 

2.2 Methodology 

This market survey was generated by 23 European Consumers Centres (ECCs). 

ECC Austria, hosted by the Austrian Consumer Association VKI (Verein für 
Konsumenteninformation), lead this joint project within the ECC-Net. In addition, all 
the data collected from the French, German and Swiss ski resorts, was collected by 
ECC Austria in order to be able include information from all the main ñski-countriesò 
within the Alps. 

The European Consumer Centre Austria prepared 3 questionnaires, which were sent 
out to all participating ECCs. One questionnaire was prepared for alpine resorts, one 
for cross-country skiing and the other for indoor resorts. Staff of the respective ECCs 
translated the questionnaires into their mother tongue and sent the translated 
questionnaires back to ECC Austria. 

It has to be noted that questionnaires sent to resorts in Cyprus and Finland were in 
English. 
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In each country the participating ECC made a selection of their national resorts, 
which should participate in this survey. The questionnaires, accompanied by 
instructions, were sent out from ECC Austria to all the resorts. 

In total more than 1200 questionnaires were sent out electronically including a web-
link to the respective questionnaire. 378 replies have been registered and evaluated. 

Alpin resorts 
More than 700 resorts were contacted in 24 different countries. The questionnaire 
consisted of 40 questions and was translated into 19 languages. We received 199 
replies. 
 
Chapters 8-33 (which give an overview of winter for each country reviewed) do not 
include all the information gleaned from the questionnaires. This information is only 
available online. There you will find, for instance, also information about what kind of 
equipment is available for hire, more facts about funparks, the number of the various 
lifts and the different slope km. For any information not covered by the questionnaire, 
the homepages of all contacted resorts are available in Appendix A. 
 
You can find the table with all the information on: 
http://www.europakonsument.at/skiresorts2012 
 
Cross-Country resorts 
More than 450 resorts were contacted in 20 different countries. The questionnaire 
consisted of 20 questions and was translated into 16 languages. We received 168 
replies. 
 
Chapters 8-33 (which give an overview of winter for each country reviewed) do not 
include all the information gleaned from the questionnaires. This information is only 
available online.  There you will, find for instance, also information about the length of 
skating and classic cross-country runs, how many km have flood light, if you need a 
lift to reach the run and extra information about prices. For any information not 
covered by the questionnaire, the homepages of all contacted resorts are available in 
Appendix B. 
 
You can find the table with all the information on: 
http://www.europakonsument.at/skiresorts2012 
 
Indoor skiing resorts 
More than 40 resorts were contacted in 10 different countries. The questionnaire 
constited of 30 questions and was translated into 6 languages. We received 11 
replies. 
 
Chapters 8-33 (which give an overview of winter for each country reviewed) do not 
include all the information gleaned from the questionnaires. This information is only 
available online. There you will find for instance also information about the lifts, 
information concerning the steepness of the slopes, about price ranges, about the 
opening hours and about possible local leisure activities. For any information not 
covered by the questionnaire, the homepages of all contacted resorts are available in 
Appendix C. 
 

http://www.europakonsument.at/skiresorts2012
http://www.europakonsument.at/skiresorts2012
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You can find the table with all the information on: 
http://www.europakonsument.at/skiresorts2012 
 
A copy of the questionnaires is available in the appendix. 
 
We received no replies from resorts in Greece, The Netherlands, Portugal or the 
United Kingdom. And therefore the information in the report regarding these countries 
is generic. 

All registered costs are in Euros. For those countries that are not within the Euro-
Zone we used the monthly exchange rates for August 2012: 
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/inforeuro/index.cfm 

Different level of participation 

It has to be stressed that the willingness of ski resort operators to take part was not 
equal in all countries. In Austria, where the ski resorts are used to fill in such 
questionnaires, 68 participated, while in France for example only 3 alpine resorts did.  

This is one reason why the results are not fully representative of each country. 

However it is hoped that the report, if not always exhaustive, will still give a general 
idea of the range of possibilities each country offers. 

2.3 Disclaimer 

The selection of the ski resorts that participated in this survey was made by individual 
ECCs themselves. This survey only covers those ski resorts that answered to the 
online questionnaire. Any information regarding resorts was given by the resort 
operators themselves, the general information about skiing in each country was 
created by the respective ECCs themselves. All relevant information is available at: 
http://www.europakonsument.at/skiresorts2012  

 

 

http://www.europakonsument.at/skiresorts2012
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/inforeuro/index.cfm
http://www.europakonsument.at/skiresorts2012
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3 Number of evaluated resorts 

Altogether more than 1200 resorts from the 3 different categories were contacted and 
we received 378 replies. 

Contacted resorts and replies 
    

Country Alpine Cross-Country Indoor 

 
Contacted Answers Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

Austria 115 68 129 90 
  

Belgium 8 2 44 12 12 2 

Bulgaria 9 2 3 1 
  

Cyprus 1 1 
    

Czech Republic 196 38 48 10 
  

Denmark 7 2 5 0 3 2 

Estonia 5 1 7 2 
  

Finland 15 7 24 6 5 3 

France 15 3 16 3 1 0 

Germany 17 7 24 9 6 3 

Greece 10 0 6 0 
  

Italy 121 22 93 17 
  

Latvia 31 7 22 1 
  

Lithuania 4 1 2 0 1 1 

Luxembourg 
  

4 1 
  

The Netherlands 
    

16 0 

Norway 19 1 
    

Poland 25 4 1 0 
  

Portugal 3 0 
    

Romania 12 3 12 0 
  

Slovakia 48 14 17 4 
  

Slovenia 7 4 2 2 
  

Spain 10 3 
  

1 0 

Sweden 18 3 14 2 1 0 

Switzerland 25 6 26 8 
  

United Kingdom 7 0 
  

3 0 

Total amount 728 199 499 168 49 11 
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3.1 Alpine resorts 

Overall 199 alpine resorts were evaluated. In order to have comparable data the 
respective ski resorts have been structured into 6 different categories: 

¶ 0-2 km 

¶ 3-10 km 

¶ 11-25 km 

¶ 26-50 km 

¶ 51-100 km 

¶ more than 100 km 

Please be aware that resorts in the middle of these categories (for example 2,4 slope 
km) were counted to the next higher category. Most of the replies belong to the 
categories 3-10 km and 11-25 km. 
 

Number of participating alpine resorts 
   

Country 0-2 km 
3-10 
km 

11-25 
km 

26-50 
km 

51-100 km 100 km and more Total amount 

Austria 2 4 22 23 10 7 68 

Belgium 2 
     

2 

Bulgaria 
  

1 
 

1 
 

2 

Cyprus 1 
     

1 

Czech Republic 15 20 3 
   

38 

Denmark 2 
     

2 

Estonia 1 
     

1 

Finland 
 

3 2 2 
  

7 

France 
    

1 2 3 

Germany 
 

2 1 2 1 1 7 

Greece 
       

Italy 
  

5 9 3 5 22 

Latvia 6 1 
    

7 

Lithuania 1 
     

1 

Norway 
  

1 
   

1 

Poland 3 1 
    

4 

Portugal 
       

Romania 
 

2 1 
   

3 

Slovakia 2 8 3 1 
  

14 

Slovenia 
  

3 1 
  

4 

Spain 
 

1 1 1 
  

3 

Sweden 
 

1 
 

2 
  

3 

Switzerland 
    

4 2 6 

United Kingdom 
       

Total amount 35 43 43 41 20 17 199 
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3.2 Cross-country resorts 
 
We contacted 499 resorts and received 168 replies. To give a better overview of the 
size, we split them up into 6 categories: 
 

¶ 1-5 km 

¶ 6-20 km 

¶ 21-50 km 

¶ 51-100 km 

¶ 101-200 km 

¶ more than 200 km 

Most of the replies belong to the categories 6-20 km and 21-50 km. 
 

Number of participating cross-country resorts 

   Country 1-5 km 6-20 km 21-50 km 51-100 km 101-200 km 200 km and more Total amount 

Austria 4 36 27 11 8 4 90 

Belgium 1 3 7 1     12 

Bulgaria     1       1 

Czech Republic 2 1 5 2     10 

Denmark               

Estonia     1 1     2 

Finland   1     3 2 6 

France 1 1 1       3 

Germany     3 4 2   9 

Greece               

Italy 2 7 2 3 2 1 17 

Latvia   1         1 

Lithuania               

Luxemburg   1         1 

Poland               

Romania               

Slovakia   4         4 

Slovenia     2       2 

Sweden     1 1     2 

Switzerland   1 4 1 1 1 8 

Total amount 10 56 54 24 16 8 168 
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3.3 Indoor resorts 
 

The response rate for the indoor resorts was low. Altogether we received 11 answers 
from 3 different kinds of indoor resorts. We have indoor alpine resorts, indoor cross-
country resorts and resorts with a treadmill for skis where, depending on the size, 
one or more persons are able to ski at the same time. 

 
Number of participating indoor resorts 

Country Answers 

Belgium 2x ski treadmill 

Denmark 2x ski treadmill 

Finland 3x indoor cross-country 

France   

Germany 3x indoor skiing 

Lithuania 1x indoor skiing 

The Netherlands   

Spain   

Sweden   

United Kingdom   

Total amount 11 answers 
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4 Costs for 1 day adult ski pass (alpine resorts) 

In the table below we have included the five cheapest and five most expensive ski 
resorts for a one day ski ticket (adult) of each of the 6 categories (please keep in 
mind the relation between the price and the slope kilometre). All the prices collected 
in this questionnaire, are the costs for the peak season. 
For the following tables it has to be mentioned, that we received the most answers 
from Austria, the Czech Republic and Itlay. Therefore these countries might be over 
represented. 

0 - 2 km Nationality Ski resort Day Ski Pass Adult in ú Slope km 

Cheapest 
    

1 Latvia RǕmkalni 4,31 0,25 

2 Czech Republic Sportovní areál Výprachtice 6,93 0,36 

3 Belgium Wanyi Park 10,00 0,60 

4 Czech Republic Ski are§l DlouhoŔovice 10,00 0,50 

5 Latvia AtpȊtas komplekss ''Gaizinġ'' 11,40 2,00 

Most expensive 
    

1 Latvia Zviedru cepure 50,00 1,20 

2 Austria Silvretta-Bielerhöhe 34,20 2,00 

3 Cyprus Troodos Ski Resort 23,00 2,00 

4 Poland OlczaŒ-ski 21,00 2,00 

5 Austria Wenigzell Schneeland 20,00 1,80 

 
3 - 10 km Nationality Ski resort Day Ski Pass Adult in ú Slope km 

Cheapest 
    

1 Czech Republic Sport areál Klíny 12,00 3,4 

2 Czech Republic PŚ²chovice U Ļ§pa 13,00 2,5 

3 Czech Republic Ski areál Troják 13,50 2,4 

4 Czech Republic Ski are§l Kubova HUş 14,00 2,3 

5 Czech Republic Ski are§l Synot Kyļerka 14,25 2,4 

Most expensive 
    

1 Finland Messilä 35,00 10 

2 Finland Sappee Ski Resort 34,50 * 10 

3 Sweden Hovfjället 33,55 4 

4 Poland Dwie Doliny Muszyna - Wierchomla 32,00 8 

5 Austria Kristberg 30,50 9 

     

 
* season 2011/2012 
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11 - 25 km Nationality Ski resort 
Day Ski Pass Adult in 

ú 
Slope km 

Cheapest 
    

1 Slovakia Ġachtiļky 20,00 10,5 

2 Czech Republic LyģaŚskĨ are§l Bonera Ramzov§ 20,07 12 

3 Bulgaria Chepelare 22,00 18 

4 Slovakia Winter Park Martinky 22,00 13,29 

5 Czech Republic Ski areál Horní Domky a Skiareál Studenov 23,36 18,2 

Most expensive 
    

1 Norway Eikedalen skisenter 41,00 15 

2 Austria Biberwier-Marienberg 38,50 14 

3 Spain Valdesqui 37,00 22,13 

4 Austria Wurzeralm 36,00 22 

5 Finland Tahkonrinteet 36,00 16,5 

 

26 - 50 km Nationality Ski resort 
Day Ski Pass Adult in 

ú 
Slope km 

Cheapest 
    

1 Sweden Hemavan/Tärnaby 27,00 35 

2 Germany Skiparadies Sudelfeld 29,00 31 

2 Italy Mera Ski Srl 29,00 30 

2 Slovenia Rekreacijsko Turistiļni Centre Krvavec 29,00 30 

3 Germany Bad Hindelang/Oberjoch/Unterjoch 30,00 32 

4 Austria Laterns Gapfohl 31,00 27 

5 Austria Gaissau-Hintersee 31,90 40 

Most expensive 
    

1 Austria Shuttleberg Flauchauwinkel-Kleinarl 44,00 27 

2 Austria Golm 41,50 35 

2 Austria Bergbahnen Gargellen - Skigebiet Gargellen 41,50 40 

3 Austria Ankogel Hochgebirgsbahnen 41,00 35 

3 Italy Funivia Ghiacciai Val Senales 41,00 35 

4 Austria Turracher Höhe 40,00 38 

4 Italy Plose Ski 40,00 42 

5 Austria Fieberbrunn 39,00 43 

5 Italy Santa Caterina Valfurva 39,00 25 

5 Italy Bormioski 39,00 50 

 

51 - 100 km Nationality Ski resort 
Day Ski Pass Adult in 

ú 
Slope 

km 

Cheapest 
    

1 Bulgaria ʉʢʠ ʮʝʥʪʲʨ ɹʘʥʩʢʦ (Bansko Ski) 28,00 75 

2 Germany Liftverbund Feldberg 29,00 55 

3 France Combloux 29,80 100 

4 Italy SkiArea Valchiavenna Madesimo Campodolcino 35,00 60 

5 Austria Reschenpass/Nauders 36,00 70 

Most expensive 
    

1 Switzerland Flumserberg 50,00 65 

2 Switzerland Motta Naluns, Scuol 45,79 80 

3 Austria Schmittenhöhe 44,50 77 

4 Austria Flachau (Snow Space Flachau) / Ski Amadé 44,00 56 

4 Switzerland Lauchernalp/Lötschental 44,00 55 

5 Italy Madonna di Campiglio 42,00 60 

5 Italy Trevalli - Moena/Lusia - Sn Pellegrino/Falcade 42,00 100 
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more than 100 km Nationality Ski resort 
Day Ski Pass Adult in 

ú 
Slope 

km 

Cheapest 
    

1 Italy Breuil-Cervinia Valtournenche 39,00 150 

1 Italy Comprensorio Sciistico Monterosa Ski 39,00 * 180 

2 Germany/Austria Ski Oberstdorf - Kleinwalsertal 41,50 124 

3 Austria Nassfeld/Hermagor 42,00 110 

4 Austria Ischgl Silvretta Arena 42,50 238 

4 Austria SkiWelt Wilder Kaiser - Brixental 42,50 279 

5 Austria Silvretta Montafon 43,90 155 

Most expensive 
    

1 Switzerland Matterhorn ski paradise 62,00 360 

2 Switzerland Lenzerheide 54,00 155 

3 Italy Dolomiti Superski 50,00 1 200 

4 Italy Val Gardena Gröden 46,00 175 

5 Austria Kitzbühel 45,00 170 

5 Austria Serfaus-Fiss-Ladis 45,00 212 

5 France Val d'Isère 45,00 158 

5 Italy Cortina d'Ampezzo 45,00 120 

     

 
* more expensive for christmas holidays 
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5 Results 
 
5.1 Alpine resorts 
 
We received the most replies from the Czech Republic, Italy and Austria. However in 
other countries, where winter sports have not the same importance, the rate of return 
was also high. 
 
In the Czech Republic the small ski resorts are dominant. Only 3 of 38 resorts offers 
more than 10 kilometres of slopes, which is typical of countries with low mountain 
ranges. 

Austria is the only country where information on ski resorts from all 6 different 
categories participated. The range of ski resorts is from very small resorts to really 
big ski areas offering more than 100 kilometres, on average most of the ski resorts 
are between 11 and 50 kilometres. 

In Germany, resorts belonging to 5 categories took part in the survey whereas in Italy 
resorts belonging to 4 categories participated. 

In Switzerland and France only big and well known ski resorts took part at our survey, 
such resorts being better known by foreign tourists. In general small resorts are 
rather frequented by domestic tourists. 

We also received quite a lot of answers from Finland, Latvia and Slovakia. While the 
7 participating resorts in Latvia offer between 0-10 slope km, the 7 resorts in Finland 
and 14 in Slovakia represent the categories from 0-50 km. 

Resorts from Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Estonia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, 
Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden took also part at the survey and we received 
between 1 and 4 replies.  

It has to be noted that skiing is also possible in Cyprus.  

Huge cost differences 

Referring to the tables (see www.europakonsument.at/skiresorts2012) the price of a 
6-day-adult-ski ticket ranges from 45 Euros in the Czech Republic (Ski areál Troják) 
to 309 Euros in Switzerland (Matterhorn ski paradise). Although the price difference 
is enormous but therefore you can enjoy much more slope km, while Ski areál Troják 
offers 2,4 Matterhorn ski paradise has 360 slope km. 

The cheapest 1-day-adult ticket is available at Rǭgas rajonǕ in Latvia which costs 
4,31 Euros for 0,25 slope km. The most expensive adult ticket is, on the other hand, 
once more found in Switzerland at Matterhorn ski paradise for 62 Euros. 

  

http://www.europakonsument.at/skiresorts2012
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Smaller and cheaper resorts are suitable for beginners 

For beginners a small resort might be the most interesting option. While they have to 
spent a lot of money in huge ski areas, the cheapest adult day tickets can be found 
between 4,31 and 15 Euros in resorts in Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Latvia,  
Lithuania, Slovakia. 

Some resorts donôt even offer day tickets for their lifts. They use, for instance, a 
point-fare system. Each lift ride is worth several points which are substracted from 
your ñpoint lift ticketò. You can find such a resort for instance in the Czech Republic 
(LyģaŚskĨ are§l ĻeŚ²nek). Other resorts, like Skipiste Zosterbach in Belgium, sell 
tickets for several lift rides. 12 rides cost 6 Euros. 

Nearly 30 resorts which took part at the survey donôt offer 6 day tickets. This maybe 
either because they have a different lift ticket system, or they are too small. Therefore 
a comparison in this category might not always be representative.  

Most expensive resorts in the Alps 

The most expensive resorts are to be found in the Alps of Austria, France, Italy and 
Switzerland. There you have to pay 45 ï 62 Euros for an adult day ticket. For this 
price you get between 65 (Flumsberg, Switzerland) ï 1200 (Dolomiti Superski, Italy) 
slope km (in the resort itself or in a connected ski-region). These resorts offer a wide 
range of services, for instance funparks, speed or mogule slopes, skating rings, and 
floodlit slopes. Also the nightlife and other local leisure activities at these resorts are 
more varied than at smaller resorts. 

One expensive resort outside the alps is Zviedru cepure in Latvia, where an adult day 
ticket costs 50 Euros but the resort only offers 1,2 slope km. 

It is important to know what consumers want. If they are just interested in skiing itself, 
a smaller or not that well equiped resort might be more appropiate and cheaper. If the 
purpose of the holiday is to have a wide range of amusement possibilities, a bigger 
resort with a lot of variety may be a better choice. But service also has its price. 

Special case: Connected ski area 

It has to be kept in mind that in several smaller ski regions, which are located within 
well developed ski areas, the 6-day-ticket is also valid in neighbouring resorts. In 
some you have the same option when you buy a 1,5 day ticket. 

It makes sense to compare such ski resorts with bigger resorts as well. So skiers in 
the Austrian Hochhäderich can use 230 kilometres of slopes (if buying a ticket for 
more than 1 day) although this resort has only 10 local kilometres. 

Therefore, you have to compare the prices for a 6-day-ticket with those of the biggest 
category (more than 100 kilometres). However in such cases possible long distances 
by car have to be taken into account. This applies for other ski resorts as well, in 
which 6-day-cards are valid for the whole region. 
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Various discounts and reductions 

Several ski resorts offer various discounts, which are especially beneficial for 
families. 

Discounts could be possible for families or for owners of a so called ñguest-cardò 
within the ski region. Furthermore, often small children can use the lifts for free, if 
they are accompanied by an adult (these reductions are manifold and therefore are 
NOT shown in the tables). 

Please note, that some of the reductions or discounts are not very well advertised. 
Therefore, it is advisable to ask for such discount before you pay the standard price. 

5.2 Cross-country resorts 

A comparison of prices concerning cross-country resorts or runs is not provided 
(some are free of charge and some others simply ask for a free donation). 

Also high altitude cross-country runs are exisit, which can only be reached by a lift. 
So you have to purchase a lift ticket to reach it but the useage of the cross-country 
run itself might be free. 

Therefore, another more represantive and useful comparison is the question of the 
total length. In the following tables you can find the 10 shortest and longest cross-
country runs of all resorts which participated to our survey. More information about 
them can be found at the chapters 8-33 or at the online table on 
http://www.europakonsument.at/skiresorts2012  
 

 
Nationality Cross-country resort Length in km 

Shortest 
   

1 Austria Bad Gastein  Himmelwandloipe 3 

1 Italy Skigebiet Meran 2000 - Langlaufloipe Falzeben 3 

1 Italy Breuil Cervinia 3 

2 Austria Forstau 3,5 

3 Austria Planneralm 4 

3 Belgium B-Sports 4 

4 Austria Mariensee - Aspangberg - St. Peter 5 

4 Czech Republic PŊnkavļ² vrch 5 

4 Czech Republic Sportovní areál Vesec 5 

4 France Combloux 5 

5 Austria Bad Gastein Böcksteinloipe 5,5 

6 Austria Kaiserau 6 

7 Slovakia Lyģiarske stredisko Jasensk§ dolina - beģeck® trate A,B 6,5 

8 Austria Sonnenloipe Vorderweißenbach 7 

8 Austria Weyer - Langlaufarena Waldhütte 7 

8 Austria Andelsbuch 7 

8 Finland Lieksan Hiihtokeskus 7 

8 Italy Funivie Ghiacciai Val Senales 7 

8 Luxembourg Weiswampach 7 - 15 (depends on snow) 

9 Italy Pista di fondo del Comune di Gaby 7,5 

10 Slovakia Pezinská Baba 8 

10 Slovakia Snowparadise VeŎk§ Raļa Oġļadnica 8 

http://www.europakonsument.at/skiresorts2012
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Longest 
   

1 Austria Kitzbüheler Alpen St. Johann in Tirol 250 

2 Switzerland Engadin St. Moritz 247 

3 Italy Dolomiti Nordic Ski 236 

4 Austria Ramsau/Dachstein - Ski amade 234 

5 Finland Levi 230 

6 Austria Ferienregion Achensee 203,8 

7 Austria Pinzga-Loipe 203,1 

8 Finland Kiilopää 200 

8 Italy Hochpustertal - Ihre Ferienregion in Südtirol 200 

9 Switzerland Destination Davos Klosters 197 

10 Austria Olympiaregion Seefeld 154,3 

 

5.3 Indoor resorts 

Altogether we received 11 answers from indoor resorts. These answers have been 
divided into 3 categories. We have indoor skiing resorts, indoor cross-country resorts 
and resorts, which offer ski treadmills. 
More information on the resorts in Belgium (2 treadmills), Denmark (2 treadmills), 
Finland (3 cross-country), Germany (3 indoor skiing) and Lithuania (1 indoor skiing) 
can be found in chapters 9, 13, 15, 17 and 21 respectively, as well as in the online 
table. 
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6 Useful information and tips 
 

Insurance 
 
Besides, the ñcustom-madeò ski resort, the price ranges, the accommodation, the 
equipment etc. there is also another important aspect which you should consider 
while planning your next holiday ï insurance in case of accidents. 
This might not be everybodyôs favourite topic while planning a relaxing and nice 
holiday, but its better to be safe than sorry. 
All over Europe the legalities concerning the costs for a rescue and emergency 
medical operation are differnet. In some countries the national health insurance 
covers the costs wheras in other countries you have to pay it yourself. Consider that 
helicopter emergency transport in the mountains can cost betwenn 4 000 - 8 000 
Euros. 
 
To prevent possible nightmare situations:  
 

¶ Remember to take your national health insurance card with you 
 

¶ Consider wheter you want extra insurance for your winter holiday 

 

¶ Remember the European wide emergency number is: 112 
 
Tips from the ECC-Net 

¶ Consider what you really need:  Families with small children usually do not 
need a big fashionable ski resort. A small and cheap ski resort is normally 
sufficient for learners. 

¶ Take time when booking:  Take your time when planning your vacation. This 
price survey is an overview of the offers. To be on the safe side we 
recommend checking the websites of the ski resorts in charge. 

¶ Check for reductions:  Find out about the requirements for any reductions in 
advance. Do you need any proofs for a discount (e.g. student identity card, 
guest card, etc.) 

 
The report ñSki Resorts in Europe 2012/2013ò can be seen as a useful tool for 
consumers within the EU, because it provides relevant information about ski resorts 
in different European countries and in particular, information on the size of ski 
resorts, the availability of lifts and cable cars, prices and special offers, payment 
facilities, etc and last but not least the contact details of many European winter sport 
resorts. 
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7 Participating European Consumer Centres 

Special thanks to the staff of all ECCs that participated in this first pan-European 
survey on ski resorts and who spent countless hours in research and translation. 

 

¶ ECC Austria: Georg Mentschl, Andreas Herrmann 

¶ ECC Belgium: Edith Appelmans, Karen Mentens 

¶ ECC Bulgaria: Iva Botseva, Ignat Arsenov 

¶ ECC Cyprus: Andri Iacovou 

¶ ECC Czech Republic: OndŚej Tichota 

¶ ECC Denmark: Bettina Breinholt Groth 

¶ ECC Estonia: Kristina Vaksmaa 

¶ ECC Finland: Ari Luukinen 

¶ ECC Greece: Aristotelis Stamoulas 

¶ ECC Italy: Barbara Klotzner 

¶ ECC Latvia: Aija Gulbe, Laura Grava 

¶ ECC Lithuania: Egle Kybartiene 

¶ ECC Luxembourg: Patrick Schaul 

¶ ECC Netherlands: Patricia de Bont, Roos van der Struis 

¶ ECC Norway: Maite de Geus-Cossard, Ragnar Wiik 

¶ ECC Poland: Elzbieta Seredynska, Anna Zochowska 

¶ ECC Portugal: Sandra Figueiredo 

¶ ECC Romania: Irina Chiritoiu, Stefan Talpa 

¶ ECC Slovakia: Dzensida Veliova, Pavel Pavlovkin 

¶ ECC Slovenia: Jana Huļ Urġiļ 

¶ ECC Spain: Begona Blazquez 

¶ ECC Sweden: Jolanda Girzl, Linnea Karlsson 

¶ ECC United Kingdom: Adam Mortimer 
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Notes to the tables at the national information pages: 

¶ Table to the costs Ą green = cheapest / red = most expensive 

¶ Table to additional information Ą X = service that is available in the ski resort 

 

 

Appendix A ï List of all contacted ski resorts 

Appendix B ï List of all contacted cross-country resorts 

Appendix C ï List of all contacted indoor resorts 

Appendix D ï Alpine questionnaire 

Appendix E ï Cross-country questionnaire 

Appendix F ï Indoor questionnaire 

Appendix G ï Contact details of all 29 ECCs 

Appendix H ï FIS Rules 
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8 Austria 
 

Capital:  Vienna 

Official Language(s): German 

Currency: Euro 

Calling Code: 0043 

Official tourism: www.austria.info 

 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

115 68 129 90 

 

General information about winter in Austria 

A huge part of Austria is covered by mountains. The west is dominated by the Alps, 
and also in most of the other provinces there are mountains of medium height. Only 
in the east are there wide-stretched lowland areas. The conditions for skiing are 
extraordinarily good. This and a long tradition as well as ongoing successes in 
competitions (Ski Worldcup) has make skiing an important part of Austrian culture. 
Ski courses at the secondary school are extremely common and most pupils are 
exposed to winter sports at a very early age. There is barely another country where 
Alpine skiing has such importance. Only in neighbouring Switzerland the situation is 
comparable. 

Next to alpine skiing, cross-country skiing is one of the most favoured winter sport in 
Austria. In many resorts, cross-country runs are a basic infrastructure and therefore, 
it is easily possible to combine both types of winter sports. 

The tourism and the ski industry started after the Second World War and has made 
remarkable progress in regions which were traditionally dominated by small farming. 
It is estimated that every 14th place of employment in Austria is directly or indirectly 
dependent on winter sport. And no other country has made as many glaciers 
accessible to skiers as Austria (8 of the 20 glacier ski resorts of the Alps are in 
Austria). 

Austria is not only popular with domestic tourists, many Germans, Dutch, Swiss, 
British and Italians, and more and more Russians and Chinese tourists, come to ski 
every year to Austria. 
 
Most winter tourists stay in Tyrol, Vorarlberg, Salzburg and Carinthia, where the 
largest ski resorts are to be found. The smaller ski resorts in the eastern regions are 
frequently visited by guests from the area of Vienna, Slovakia and Hungary, mostly 
just for a day trip. 
 

FIS Alpine World Ski Championship 

From the 4th to the 17th of February 2013 the holiday region Schladming-Dachstein, 
one of the premium winter regions in Styria, will be the host of the 42nd FIS Alpine 
World Ski Championships. Schladming was already the venue for the Championships 
in 1982, therefore, it is familiar with this role. 
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8.1 Evaluation of the participating ski resorts 
 
Due to the high return rate to our questionnaire in Austria, the report provides 
information to 68 different ski resorts which represent a wide range of all different 
slope km categories. Most of the resorts are in a medium to high price level, and 
therefore, they offer a wide choice of extras on the slope or leisure activities. Nearly 
all resorts have a toboggan run, cross country ski trails or a skating ring. 
 
 

Alpine resorts Slope km Sea level in m Season 

Ankogel Hochgebirgsbahnen 35 1267-2636 15.12.2012 - 08.04.2013 

Axamer Lizum 41 1560-2340 23.11.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Bergbahnen Gargellen - Skigebiet Gargellen 40 1423-2300 07.12.2012 - 14.04.2013 

Biberwier-Marienberg 14 1000-1880 14.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Brandnertal 55 900-2000 08.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Christlum/Hochalmlifte 27 950-1800 15.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Dachstein West 77 900-1650 01.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Emberger Alm 10 1650-2250 15.12.2012 - 08.04.2013 

Falkert (Heidi Alm) 15 1700-2300 15.12.2012 - 06.04.2013 

Fanningberg 30 1500-2150 01.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Feuerkogel 16 443-1625 15.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Fieberbrunn 43 830-2020 01.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Flachau (Snow Space Flachau) / Ski Amadé 56 885-1842 24.11.2012 - 14.04.2013 

Forsteralm 18 720-1078 15.12.2012 - 17.03.2013 

Gaissau-Hintersee 40 750-1567 15.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Galtür Silvapark 40 1600-2300 07.12.2012 - 14.04.2013 

Gemeindealpe Mitterbach 7 804-1888 08.12.2012 - 17.03.2013 

Golm 35 654-2124 07.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Golzentipp-Obertilliach 20 1430-2250 16.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Grossglockner/Heiligenblut 55 1301-2902 01.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Hinterstoder Höss 40 600-2000 07.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Hochficht 20 933-1338 07.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Hochkössen 30 600-1700 08.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Hochoetz 41 820-2300 14.12.2012 - 14.04.2013 

Hochpustertal Skizentrum 55 1100-2400 08.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Hochzeiger/Pitztal 54 1450-2450 30.11.2012 - 14.04.2013 

Ischgl Silvretta Arena 238 1400-3000 23.11.2012 - 01.05.2013 

Kitzbühel 170 700-2000 28.10.2012 - 01.05.2013 

Kreischberg/Murau 46 868-2118 30.11.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Krippenstein Freesport Arena 14 608-2100 22.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Kristberg 9 889-1600 08.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Laterns Gapfohl 27 980-1700 24.11.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Lermoos-Grubigstein 33 990-2060 01.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Lofer - Almenwelt 46 640-1700 20.12.2012 - 05.04.2013 

Loser/Altaussee 29 800-1800 01.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Mölltaler Gletscher 71 1200-3122 22.06.2012 - 12.05.2013 

Mönichkirchen-Mariensee 13 870-1450 08.12.2012 - 24.03.2013 

Muttereralm Bergbahnen 19 960-1806 21.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Nassfeld/Hermagor 110 610-2020 01.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Nordkette Innsbruck 13 860-2256 23.11.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Patscherkofel 18 900-2000 08.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Planneralm 20 1600-2200 01.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Postalm Arena 20 1200-1500 15.12.2012 - 09.04.2013 

Präbichl Bergbahnen 20 1116-1911 01.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 
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Rangger Köpfl / Oberperfuss 17 820-2000 08.12.2012 - 17.03.2013 

Reschenpass/Nauders 70 1400-2850 15.12.2012 - 13.04.2013 

Reutte-Vitales Land 13 914-1900 15.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Riesneralm-Donnersbachwald 30 980-1820 01.12.2012 - 17.04.2013 

Schlick 2000 Schizentrum AG 25 1000-2230 08.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Schmittenhöhe 77 757-2000 24.11.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Schneeberg/Salamander 7 810-1210 21.12.2012 - 10.03.2013 

See/Paznauntal 33 1050-2450 15.12.2012 - 05.04.2013 

Semmering Zau[:ber:]g 14 997-1328 01.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Serfaus-Fiss-Ladis 212 1200-2850 07.12.2012 - 13.04.2013 

Shuttleberg Flauchauwinkel-Kleinarl 27 1014-1980 08.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Silvretta Montafon 155 700-2430 07.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Silvretta-Bielerhöhe 2 1051-2100 24.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

SkiWelt Wilder Kaiser - Brixental 279 620-1957 08.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Sonnenkopf-Klostertal 32 1001-2300 30.11.2012 - 14.04.2013 

Tauplitz 42 896-1965 01.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Turracher Höhe 38 1400-2205 01.12.2012 - 01.05.2013 

Venet Bergbahnen 22 780-2212 22.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Weinebene 22 1580-1886 07.12.2012 - 10.04.2013 

Wenigzell Schneeland 2 980-1150 01.12.2012 - 05.03.2013 

Wildkogel-Arena 55 820-2150 15.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Wurzeralm 22 810-1870 15.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Zahmer Kaiser-Walchsee 20 680-1200 01.12.2012 - 31.03.2013 

Zillertal Arena 169 570-2500 01.12.2012 - 14.04.2013 

 
Costs 
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Ankogel Hochgebirgsbahnen  21,00 103,50   21,00 103,50   41,00 207,00   41,00 207,00 

Axamer Lizum 21,50 106,50   27,50 141,00   33,50 173,00   27,50 141,00 

Bergbahnen Gargellen - Skigebiet Gargellen 24,90 132,50   24,90 132,50   41,50 203,50   37,00 183,50 

Biberwier-Marienberg 21,50 117,00   34,50 187,00   38,50 203,00   35,00 203,00 

Brandnertal 24,50 112,00   24,50 112,00   39,00 176,00   37,50 152,00 

Christlum/Hochalmlifte 18,00 85,00   36,00 148,00   36,00 148,00   36,00 148,00 

Dachstein West 16,00 79,80   25,00 124,80   37,90 189,10   35,30 175,90 

Emberger Alm 13,00 65,00   22,00 103,00   27,00 129,00   22,00 103,00 

Falkert (Heidi Alm) 15,00 70,00   22,00 111,00   27,00 138,00   22,00 111,00 

Fanningberg 19,50 95,50   31,50 148,50   38,50 190,50   36,00 181,00 

Feuerkogel 16,00 80,00   24,10 120,30   32,10 160,40   29,70 148,30 

Fieberbrunn 20,50 99,00   31,50 159,00   39,00 198,00   36,50 198,00 

Flachau (Snow Space Flachau) / Ski Amadé 22,00 107,00   34,00 168,00   44,00 218,00   44,00 218,00 

Forsteralm 12,00 52,00   18,00 74,00   24,00 107,00   19,00 77,00 

Gaissau-Hintersee 12,00 53,60   24,00 100,00   31,90 133,90   28,00 117,70 

Galtür Silvapark  21,00 98,00   21,00 98,00   35,00 171,50   30,00 142,50 



 
 
The European Consumer Centres Network 

 

 

 
 

Ski Resorts in Europe 2012/2013                                                                    25 

Gemeindealpe Mitterbach 15,00 68,00   25,00 112,00   30,00 141,00   30,00 141,00 

Golm 24,30 132,50   24,30 132,50   41,50 203,50   37,50 183,50 

Golzentipp-Obertilliach 14,00 66,00   19,50 93,00   27,50 132,00   24,50 120,00 

Grossglockner/Heiligenblut 1,00 6,00   31,00 150,50   38,50 188,00   31,00 150,50 

Hinterstoder Höss 2 * 12 *   32,00 160,00   38,50 188,00   37,00 179,00 

Hochficht 2 * 12 *   20,00 83,00   33,50 146,00   31,50 139,00 

Hochkössen 2 * 2 *   29,00 117,50   36,00 146,00   29,00 117,50 

Hochoetz 16,50 86,00   24,50 129,00   33,00 172,00   28,00 146,00 

Hochpustertal Skizentrum 21,00 103,50   21,00 103,50   41,00 207,00   41,00 207,00 

Hochzeiger/Pitztal 0 * 0 *   38,00 175,00   38,00 175,00   38,00 175,00 

Ischgl Silvretta Arena  27,00 127,50   27,00 127,50   42,50 212,50   42,50 191,50 

Kitzbühel 22,50 112,50   36,00 180,00   45,00 225,00   45,00 225,00 

Kreischberg/Murau 21,00 96,50   30,50 138,00   38,00 172,50   38,00 172,5 

Krippenstein Freesport Arena 16,00 79,80   25,00 124,80   34,60 172,70   31,90 159,20 

Kristberg 19,90 86,00   19,90 86,00   30,50 131,50   27,40 118,00 

Laterns Gapfohl 16,00 88,00   27,00 106,00   31,00 164,00   27,00 106,00 

Lermoos-Grubigstein 21,50 117,00   34,50 187,00   38,50 203,00   35,00 203,00 

Lofer - Almenwelt 18,00 89,50   29,00 143,50   36,00 179,00   32,00 161,50 

Loser/Altaussee 18,50 97,00   33,50 174,00   37,00 192,00   33,50 174,00 

Mölltaler Gletscher 21,00 103,50   21,00 103,50   41,00 207,00   41,00 207,00 

Mönichkirchen-Mariensee 16,00 71,00   28,00 122,50   31,00 136,00   28,00 122,50 

Muttereralm Bergbahnen 15,00 69,00   23,50 109,00   29,50 138,00   26,50 124,00 

Nassfeld/Hermagor 21,00 105,00   34,00 168,00   42,00 209,00   34,00 168,00 

Nordkette Innsbruck 19,30 96,30   28,00 140,00   35,00 175,00   31,50 157,50 

Patscherkofel 0,00 0,00   27,00 122,50   32,00 147,00   27,00 122,50 

Planneralm 18,00 89,00   31,50 157,50   34,00 173,50   34,00 173,5 

Postalm Arena 17,50 81,50   26,50 125,00   30,00 145,00   26,50 125,00 

Präbichl Bergbahnen 16,50 73,50   30,00 132,50   33,00 147,00   30,00 132,50 

Rangger Köpfl / Oberperfuss 12,50 66,00   19,00 101,00   24,50 130,00   21,50 113,50 

Reschenpass/Nauders 23,50 102,50   34,50 168,00   36,00 186,50   34,50 168,00 

Reutte-Vitales Land 18,50 94,50   25,00 126,00   31,00 157,50   29,50 149,50 

Riesneralm-Donnersbachwald 18,00 97,00   33,50 174,00   36,00 192,00   33,50 174,00 

Schlick 2000 Schizentrum AG 0 * 0 *   23,50 130,90   33,50 187,00   28,50 159,00 

Schmittenhöhe 22,00 108,00   33,00 162,00   44,50 216,00   44,50 216,00 

Schneeberg/Salamander 17,00 67,00   17,00 67,00   24,00 105,00   24,00 105,00 

See/Paznauntal 20,50 98,50   20,50 98,50   35,50 173,00   25,00 130,00 

Semmering Zau[:ber:]g  17,00 80,00   30,00 139,00   32,50 162,50   30,00 139,00 

Serfaus-Fiss-Ladis 26,50 132,00   45,00 228,00   45,00 228,00   43,00 216,50 

Shuttleberg Flauchauwinkel-Kleinarl 22,00 107,00   34,00 168,00   44,00 218,00   44,00 218,00 

Silvretta Montafon 25,00 132,50   25,00 132,50   43,90 203,50   39,00 183,50 

Silvretta-Bielerhöhe 19,50 132,50   19,50 132,50   34,20 203,50   30,80 183,50 

SkiWelt Wilder Kaiser - Brixental 21,50 105,00   34,00 167,50   42,50 209,50   42,50 209,50 

Sonnenkopf-Klostertal 21,50 92,00   30,50 127,00   37,00 161,00   33,50 137,00 

Tauplitz 18,50 97,00   33,50 174,00   37,00 192,00   37,00 192,00 

Turracher Höhe 20,00 105,00   32,00 168,00   40,00 209,00   36,50 168,00 

Venet Bergbahnen 17,00 99,00   26,00 148,50   29,00 165,00   26,00 148,50 

Weinebene 15,50 76,00   22,50 116,00   26,50 140,00   22,50 116,00 

Wenigzell Schneeland 13,00 57,00   18,00 78,00   20,00 85,00   18,00 78,00 

Wildkogel-Arena 20,00 96,00   31,50 155,00   39,50 193,50   39,50 193,50 

Wurzeralm 2 * 12 *   30,00 160,00   36,00 188,00   34,50 179,00 

Zahmer Kaiser-Walchsee 13,50 61,00   21,50 89,50   28,00 116,00   21,50 89,50 

Zillertal Arena 20,00 97,00   35,60 172,00   44,50 215,00   44,50 215,00 

            

 
* if accompanied by the parents 
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Additional information 
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Ankogel Hochgebirgsbahnen    x             no           x x x x     yes 

Axamer Lizum   x x x x       yes   4 2 2   x x x x x   yes 

Bergbahnen Gargellen   x             yes           x x x x x x yes 

Biberwier-Marienberg   x     x x     yes             x x   x   yes 

Brandnertal                 yes   6 6 6   x x x   x   yes 

Christlum/Hochalmlifte     x x x   x   no 1         x x x   x   yes 

Dachstein West   x x x x x   x yes x x x x   x x x x x   yes 

Emberger Alm                 no           x x   x     yes 

Falkert (Heidi Alm)   x x x x x   x yes   x x x   x x x x     yes 

Fanningberg   x x x x x     yes   3 3     x x x x x   yes 

Feuerkogel                 no                   x   yes 

Fieberbrunn   x x x   x     yes 1 3 2 2   x x   x x   yes 

Flachau (Snow Space Flachau)     x x       x no           x x         yes 

Forsteralm         x       no             x x x     yes 

Gaissau-Hintersee             x   yes   4 2 2   x x   x x   yes 

Galtür Silvapark    x x x x   x x yes   3 3 3   x x x x x   yes 

Gemeindealpe Mitterbach           x     no           x x x x x   yes 

Golm   x             no           x x x x x x yes 

Golzentipp-Obertilliach   x     x x   x yes   2 1 1   x x x x     yes 

Grossglockner/Heiligenblut   x     x       no           x x x x x   yes 

Hinterstoder Höss   x x x x x     yes 1 1 1     x x         yes 

Hochficht           x   x no           x x         yes 

Hochkössen                 no             x   x x   yes 

Hochoetz     x x         yes   5 2 4   x x x x x   yes 

Hochpustertal Skizentrum   x       x     yes   2 1 1   x x x x x   yes 

Hochzeiger/Pitztal     x x x       yes   2   6   x           yes 

Ischgl Silvretta Arena    x x x x x     yes x x x x   x x x x x   yes 

Kitzbühel   x x x       x yes   14 5 13   x x x x x x yes 

Kreischberg/Murau     x x x x x   yes 1 7 5 3   x x x x x   yes 

Krippenstein Freesport Arena   x             no           x x x x x   yes 

Kristberg   x             no           x x   x     yes 

Laterns Gapfohl   x     x x     yes   1 2 1   x           yes 

Lermoos-Grubigstein   x x x x x   x no           x x x x x   yes 

Lofer - Almenwelt   x     x x     yes   10 2 2   x x x x x   yes 

Loser/Altaussee   x x x         yes 1 1   1   x x x x x   yes 

Mölltaler Gletscher   x     x x     yes   1 1     x x x x     yes 

Mönichkirchen-Mariensee           x     yes 1 1 1 1     x         yes 
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8.2 Evaluation of the participating cross-country resorts 
 
In Austria 90 cross-country resorts completed our questionnaire, therefore, 
consumers can find information about a wide range of different resorts. Small resorts 
with 3 km up to big resorts with 250 km answered and most of them are free of 
charge. Some are situated in or next to the village, others are on the mountain and 
can only be reached by a lift. 
 

Muttereralm Bergbahnen         x       no           x           yes 

Nassfeld/Hermagor   x x x x x x x yes   x x x   x x x x x   yes 

Nordkette Innsbruck   x     x x   x yes x 2 4 2   x x x x x x yes 

Patscherkofel     x x       x yes   3 8 4   x   x x     yes 

Planneralm   x     x       yes   2 5 3   x x         yes 

Postalm Arena   x     x x x   yes   4   6   x x         yes 

Präbichl Bergbahnen   x     x x     no           x x x     x yes 

Rangger Köpfl / Oberperfuss               x yes   1 1     x           yes 

Reschenpass/Nauders     x x x x     yes 1 6 x x   x x x x x   yes 

Reutte-Vitales Land   x     x x     yes   3         x         yes 

Riesneralm-Donnersbachwald   x x x x x   x no           x x x x x   yes 

Schlick 2000 Schizentrum AG   x x x x x     yes 1 3 3 1   x x x x x   yes 

Schmittenhöhe   x x x x       yes 1 x x x   x x x x x   yes 

Schneeberg/Salamander     x x   x     no           x x       x yes 

See/Paznauntal   x     x     x yes   2 2     x   x x     yes 

Semmering Zau[:ber:]g    x       x   x yes   1 2 8   x x   x x   yes 

Serfaus-Fiss-Ladis   x x x x x x x yes   x x x   x x x x x   yes 

Shuttleberg Flauchauwinkel-
Kleinarl   

x 
  

  
        yes 

        
  x x x x x x yes 

Silvretta Montafon   x x x   x     yes x x x x   x x x x x   yes 

Silvretta-Bielerhöhe                 no           x x x x x x yes 

SkiWelt Wilder Kaiser - Brixental   x x x x x x x yes x x x x   x x x x x x yes 

Sonnenkopf-Klostertal   x             yes x x x x   x x         yes 

Tauplitz   x     x       no           x x x x x   yes 

Turracher Höhe   x           x yes   x x x   x x x x x   yes 

Venet Bergbahnen     x x x x   x yes   5 35 10   x x x x     yes 

Weinebene   x     x x x   yes 1 5 5 5   x x         yes 

Wenigzell Schneeland         x     x no           x     x x   yes 

Wildkogel-Arena   x x x x x   x no 1 1 1 1   x x x x x   yes 

Wurzeralm   x x x   x x   no           x x   x     yes 

Zahmer Kaiser-Walchsee               x no           x x x x x   yes 

Zillertal Arena   x x x x x     yes x x x x   x x x x x   yes 
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Andelsbuch 2 7 no 600 no no yes no 

Annaberg 2 18 no 800-1100 no no yes yes 

Bad Aussee 3 25 no 700 no no yes yes 

Bad Gastein  Himmelwandloipe 1 3 no 1070 no no yes yes 

Bad Gastein Böcksteinloipe 2 5,5 no 1100 no yes yes yes 

Bärnkopf ï Naturschnee- und Langlaufparadies 16 140 yes 850-1000 no yes yes yes 

Bezau 4 9 no 650 no no yes yes 

Brixental 5 53,5 no 800-1200 yes no yes yes 

Damüls 2 11 no 1400-1500 no no yes yes 

Ebensee Langbathseeloipe 2 14 no 664 no no no no 

Erste Ferienregion - Zillertal 7 67 no 570-1450 yes no yes yes 

Ferienregion Achensee 36 203,8 partly 560 no no yes yes 

Ferienregion Alpbachtal & Seenland 14 77,3 no 540-1000 no yes yes yes 

Ferienregion Imst 9 48,5 no 730-1000 no yes yes yes 

Forstau 1 3,5 no 1200 no no no no 

Gaal - Hintertal 1 12 no 1100 no no no no 

Gaishorn am See 8 20 yes 760 no no no no 

Großarltal: Großarl- und Hüttschlag-Loipe 2 20 yes 920 no yes yes yes 

Grünau - Jagersimmerl 3 13 no 600 no no yes yes 

Hafning-Trofaiach 1 10 yes 695 no yes yes yes 

Haus im Ennstal-Aich-Gössenberg 3 43 no 770-870 no no yes no 

Hebalm 3 10 yes 1400-1450 no no yes yes 

Hellmonsödt 2 14 no 830 no no yes no 

Hochmoor-Panoramaloipe 1 22 no 1250 no yes yes yes 

Hochrindl 3 25 no 800-1600 no no yes yes 

Höhenloipe Katschberg / Pöllatal-Loipe 2 26 no 1300-1650 no no yes yes 

Jogllandloipe in St. Jakob im Walde 7 50 yes 1134 no yes yes yes 

Kaiserau 1 6 yes 1350 no no yes yes 

Kaiserwinkl 16 140 no 600 no yes yes yes 

Kals am Großglockner 7 20 no 1300 no no yes yes 

Karlstift - Nordwaldloipen - Aktivwelt Freiwald 9 98 yes 900 no yes yes yes 

Kaunertal 6 34 no 1287-1559 no yes yes yes 

Kirchbach 1 15 no 650 no no no no 

Kitzbüheler Alpen St. Johann in Tirol - Oberndorf - Kirchdorf - Erpfendorf 23 250 no 660-720 no yes yes yes 

Kleinwalsertal 4 42 no 1080 no no yes yes 

Kleinzell im Mühlkreis 4 15 no 550 no no yes no 

Lackenhof am Ötscher 6 21 yes 810 no no yes yes 

Langlaufregion Naturpark Almenland 3 15 yes 1100 no no yes yes 

Langlaufregion Neustift ob der Donau 3 30 no 600 no no no no 

Langlaufzentrum Hochreit 6 29 partly 870 no yes yes no 

Langlaufzentrum Natternbach- Tal 4 30 yes 550 no no yes no 
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Langlaufzentrum Rabl-Kreuz (Waldbach-Hochwechsel) 3 20 yes 1350-1500 no no yes no 

Langschlag - Aktivwelt Freiwald 4 52 yes 830-986 no no yes * 

Loipen Naturpark Mürzer Oberland 6 39 no  670-870 no no yes no 

Maria Alm - Hochkönig 7 40 no 800 no yes yes yes 

Mariensee - Aspangberg - St. Peter 1 5 partly 800 no no yes yes 

Mellau 3 15,5 no 650-1400 no no yes yes 

Mieders-Fulpmes-Neustift 9 130 no 1000-1600 yes yes yes yes 

Moorbad Harbach 3 15 no 760-900 no no yes yes 

Mühlenloipe Hochneukirchen 1 10 no 592 no no yes no 

Murau-Kreischberg 8 38,5 no 830-1300 yes no yes yes 

Nassfeld / Hermagor 6 70 no 600-1590 yes no yes yes 

Naturpark Zirbitzkogel-Grebenzen 7 26 no 1000 no no yes yes 

Nordisches Zentrum Böhmerwald 19 109 yes 650-930 no yes yes yes 

Obertauern 5 67 no 1010-1740 no no yes yes 

Obertraun 1 20 no 511 no no yes yes 

Olympiaregion Seefeld 35 154,3 yes 1000-1350 no yes yes yes 

Ottenschlag 3 9,2 no 850 no no no no 

Piesendorf Niedernsill 1 15 no 768 no no yes yes 

Pinzga-Loipe (Teilabschnitt Mittersill - Hollersbach - Stuhfelden) 3 203,1 no 700 no yes yes yes 

Planneralm 1 4 no 1600 no no yes no 

Praxmar-Lüsens/ Sellraintal 5 16 no 1600 no no no yes 

Raiffeisen Langlaufpark 11 50 no 600 no no no no 

Ramsau/Dachstein - Ski amade 20 234 yes 1100-2700 yes yes yes yes 

Rauris 3 30 no 950-1200 no no yes yes 

Salzburger Sonnenterrasse - St. Veit 5 27 partly 850 no yes yes yes 

Salzkammergutloipen 15 101,5 yes 800-1620 yes no yes yes 

Sankt Johann - Alpendorf - Ski amade 3 19 no 650-1500 yes no yes yes 

Schlick 2000 2 12,5 no 1000-1575 yes no yes yes 

Schruns-Tschagguns-Bartholomäberg-St.Anton n.a. 18,55 no 700 no no yes yes 

Sillian - Hochpustertal 6 132,5 yes 1103-1980 no no yes yes 

Skiregion Lienzer Dolomiten 5 35 no 700 no no yes yes 

Sonnenloipe Vorderweißenbach 1 7 no 704 no no no no 

Sonnenplateau Mieming & Tirol Mitte 13 70 no 880 no no yes yes 

Spital am Pyhrn 4 48 yes 650-1350 yes no yes yes 

Sportgastein - Ski amade 5 12 no 1600 no no yes yes 

Tannheimer Tal 5 70 no 1100 no yes yes yes 

Tiroler Zugspitz Arena 21 110 no 1000-1500 yes yes yes yes 

Turracher Höhe 4 15 no 1763 no no yes yes 

Tux-Finkenberg - Zillertal 1 28 no 1300 no yes yes yes 

Virgen 3 21 no 1100 no no no yes 

Warth - Schröcken 4 18 no 1600-1750 no no yes yes 

Wechsel-Semmering 13 90 yes 1300 yes no yes yes 

Weinebene 1 15 no 1600 no no yes yes 

Werfenweng 4 28 yes 1000 no no yes no 

Weyer - Langlaufarena Waldhütte 1 7 no 460 no no no no 

Wilder Kaiser 18 80 no 750-820 no yes yes no 

Windischgarsten 6 36 yes 600 no no yes yes 

Zell am See - Kaprun 10 42 no 760-3000 yes yes yes yes 

Zöbern 4 15,7 partly 600-800 no yes no no 

         

 
n.a. = not applicable 

 

 
* on request 
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9  Belgium 
 
Capital:  Brussels 

Official Language(s): Dutch, French, German 

Currency: Euro 

Calling Code: 0032 

Official tourism: http://www.belgiumtheplaceto.be/ 

 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts Indoor resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

8 2 44 12 12 2 

 

General information about winter in Belgium 
 
Since Belgiumôs highest point, the Signal de Botrange located in the Hautes Fagnes, 
is only 694 metres and the average minimum temperature during wintertime 
(December-February) is -4 degrees, it is a matter of course that Belgium is not a 
traditional winter sports destination. Nevertheless, it has 8 downhill skiing runs and 
47 cross-country tracks. All these ski facilities are located in the Ardennes, the south-
eastern part of Belgium.  
 
This region of extensive forests, rolling hills and ridges is an attractive holiday 
destination especially for Belgians (6.124 in 2011), the Dutch (1.920 in 2011) and the 
French (1.211 in 2011). Therefore, tourist facilities such as restaurants, hotels, 
holiday rentals etc. are extensive in this area. The ski facilities are small and local 
and are suitable for families with young children as they offer plenty of beginner runs. 
They also offer great opportunities for novice skiers who want to get some 
experience before heading to more extended ski resorts in other European countries. 
 
Baraque de Fraiture and Mont des Brumes are the best-known Belgian Skiing areas. 
The latter is considered to be the best and most difficult one in Belgium. However 
good skiing conditions are never guaranteed during winter time in Belgium. In 
general, January and February offer the highest likelihood for snow covered runs. 
Especially the north and east sides of the Ardennes have a greater chance of snow 
during these months.  Depending on the area, the Ardennes have between 30 and 
80 snow days a year. Before heading to the Ardennes for some winter merriment, 
you would be well ïadvised to check the weather forecast via the Ski and Snow Line: 
084/41 19 82 (Centre dôActionTouristique des provincesWallonnes). 
Due to lack of snow, artificial ski slopes offer a great alternative for those who seek 
some skiing fun. Twelve outdoor and indoor artificial snow or dry-slope sport facilities 
have been designed to deliver the alpine conditions every skier dreams of.  Most of 
them are located in the northern part of the country and offer dry run slopes (mat) or 
a treadmill. The slopes from Casablanca, Snow Mountain and Snow Valley however 
are covered with artificial snow. 
 
9.1 Evaluation of the participating ski resorts 
 
2 Belgian resorts completed our questionnaire. Both offer 1 piste and are rather 
small, but as Belgium is mostly a flat country, this reflects the situation well. 
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Nevertheless, Wanyi Park also have a funpark, so this resort might not only be 
attractive for beginners. 
 

Alpine resorts Slope km Sea level in m Season 

Skipiste Zosterbach 0,3 580-630 
 

Wanyi Park * 0,6 360-420 as soon as snow falls 

    

    
* This resort serves as a mountainboard facility during the summer months 
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Skipiste Zosterbach ú 5 * n.a.   ú 6 * n.a.   ú 6 * n.a.   ú 6 * n.a. 

Wanyi Park 10 n.a.   10 n.a.   10 n.a.   10 n.a. 

            

 
* for 24 rides 

      

 
n.a. = not applicable 

       

Additional information 
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Skipiste Zosterbach               no           x         yes 

Wanyi Park   x           yes   12 6 1   x         yes 
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9.2 Evaluation of the participating cross-country resorts 
 

As can be seen from the number of resorts contacted and from the replies obtained, 
Belgium is more a cross-country nation. 12 resorts participated and all have a length 
between 4 ï 52 km. 7 of them charge a fee and at all of them it is possible to hire 
equipment. 
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Belgische Eifel ( Scnee-eifel) 4 27,5 yes 650-692 no no yes yes 

B-Sorts 1 4 no 400 no no yes no 

Centre de ski nordique à Samrée 4 52 yes 560 no no yes no 

Centre Nature de Botrange 5 45 yes 650 no no yes no 

Location de ski de la baraque de fraiture 3 21 no 652 no no yes no 

Manderfeld An der Liebach 3 20 yes 600 no no yes no 

Ostbelgien - Ski Club Weywertz/Im Himmelchen 5 44 no 560 no no yes no 

Ravel-tour 5 30,5 no 540 no no yes yes 

Rocherath - weisser stein 3 22 yes 640-700 no no yes no 

Skiclub Manderfeld VoG 5 48 yes 550-658 no no yes no 

Sporthotel & Activ Kamp 4 20 no 600 no no yes no 

Sportzentrum Worriken 4 20 yes 576 no no yes yes 
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9.3 Evaluation of the participating indoor resorts 
 
Both the Belgian indoor resorts how participated offer a ski treadmill and therefore, 
no snow is available. It is possible to hire equipment and Montblanc has a ski-school. 
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Albrecht Skicenter treadmill 1 9 9 yes yes not applicable yes no no 

Montblanc treadmill 1 12 12 no no not applicable yes yes no 
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10  Bulgaria 
 

Capital:  Sofia 

Official Language(s): Bulgarian 

Currency: Lev (at the official conversion rate from the European 

Commission from the 01.08.2012: 1,9558) 
Calling Code: 00359 

Official tourism: http://www.bulgariatravel.org 

 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

9 2 3 1 

 

General information about winter in Bulgaria 
 
Over 30 % of Bulgaria is made up of mountains. The beauty of its landscapes and 
the combination of mild winters, abundant snow, and a snow cover that lasts till late 
spring offer marvelous opportunities for the development of ski and mountain tourism 
in Bulgaria. During the past few years the Bulgarian ski resorts have developed and 
modernized fast and are now offering a high class service. Among the best and most 
charming resorts: 
 
Borovets  http://www.borovets-bg.com/ 
Situated at 1350m above sea level, on the northern slopes of Mount Rila, the 
Borovets resort is located at the foot of peak Moussala - the highest in the Balkans. It 
is an alpine resort, providing excellent opportunities for a whole range of winter 
sports. Its biathlon track is claimed to be one of the best in the word. The highest 
skiing area is 2560m. The total length of runs is 58 km and the longest one - 12km. 
Cross country tracks length: 35 km long. 
 
Bansko http://bansko.bg/index.php/en  //  http://www.banskoski.com/en/  //  
http://bansko.org/ 
The well-known ski resort of Bansko is situated in the foothills of one of the most 
beautiful mountains in Bulgaria ï Pirin and has the best snow record and the longest 
ski season (15 Dec - 15 May) of all Bulgarian ski resorts. It is known as one of the 
crown jewels of Bulgarian tourism because it offers a unique combination of excellent 
conditions for winter sports, preserved Bulgarian traditions and culture, and a rich 
cultural and historic legacy. There are runs and tracks for all levels of skiers and 
Bansko is the resort with the best hotels. 
 
Pamporovo  http://winter.pamporovoresort.com/ 
The modern ski resort of Pamporovo is situated in the heart of the Rhodopi 
mountains - the place at 1650 sea level is named after the mythical singer Orpheus. 
It is amongst the southern most skiing resorts in Europe and the sunniest Bulgarian 
mountain resort with about 120 sunny days. It is a ski-centre for all categories of 
skiers and has excellent ski runs even including a racing run for giant slalom. 
 
Chepelare  http://www.chepelare.com/ 
The town of Chepelare is situated 10 km away from Pamporovo and has its own ski 
centre with the longest ski run in Bulgaria. The skiing infrastructure is basic, but very 
well maintained. 

http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=conversion&trestr=0x1080
http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=rate&trestr=0x1080
http://www.borovets-bg.com/
http://bansko.bg/index.php/en
http://www.banskoski.com/en/
http://bansko.org/
http://winter.pamporovoresort.com/
http://www.chepelare.com/
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Vitosha 
Aleko resort on Mount Vitosha is one of Bulgaria's highest ski resorts, at 1800 m 
above sea level. Vitosha is only half an hour from the capital. The highest peak of 
Vitosha is Cherni Vruh (2290 m). 
 
Panichishte 
The Panichishte resort offers optimal conditions for all varieties of sport (1300m - 
1600m altitude.) It lies on the border with Rila National Park in Rila Mountain, near 
the town of Separeva Banya (also a spa resort). Some of the most varied and 
inexpensive ski facilities can be found here! 
 
Dobrinishte http://www.dobrinishteclub.com/town-dobrinishte  //  
http://bezbog.com/indexeng.html 
 
Dobrinishte whose name comes from ñThe good thingsò, is a mountain resort with the 
typical atmosphere of a Bulgarian village. Situated at the foot of the Pirin Mountain in 
the south- eastern part of the Razlog valley Dobrinishte is at 810 meters above sea 
level.  
 
Beklemeto - Troyan 
Beklemeto is a mountain resort centre situated 20 km south-west of the town of 
Troyan (near the Troyan Pass, 1360 km above sea level). The resort offers excellent 
facilities for winter tourism. 
 
Uzana ï Gabrovo  http://www.uzana-tourism.com/index.php 
The resort area ñUzanañ is huddled among venerable oak forests, known as the 
geographic centre of Bulgaria situated 22 kilometers away from the town of Gabrovo. 
Uzana is situated 1300-1400 meters above sea level. 
 
Semkovo 
The resort site of Semkovo is situated at 1750 meters above the sea level over the 
southern slope of Rila and the awesome Pirin.  
 
Useful links:  
 
General information about tourism in Bulgaria, on-line booking, accomodation, transport and 
rent a car:  
 
http://www.bulgariaski.com 
http://www.visitbulgaria.net/en/ 
http://www.tmbulgaria.com/en/index.html 
http://www.bulgaria-hotels.com/en/ 
http://bg-tourism.com/ 
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/ 

 
  

http://www.dobrinishteclub.com/town-dobrinishte
http://bezbog.com/indexeng.html
http://www.uzana-tourism.com/index.php
http://www.bulgariaski.com/forest_nook_3.html
http://www.visitbulgaria.net/en/
http://www.tmbulgaria.com/en/index.html
http://www.bulgaria-hotels.com/en/
http://bg-tourism.com/
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/
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10.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resorts 
 
In Bulgaria 8 ski resorts were contacted and 2 of them filled in our questionnaire. One 
ski-resort is of medium size and the other one is quite big. Neither of them is 
expensive. In Bansko you can also choose from a variety of different local leisure 
activities and slope extras whereas in Chepelare not so many options are available. 
 

Alpine resorts Slope 
km 

Sea level in 
m 

Season 

ʉʢʠ ʮʝʥʪʲʨ ɹʘʥʩʢʦ (Bansko Ski) 75 990-2600 01.12.2012 - 20.04.2013 

ʉʢʠ ʮʝʥʪʲʨ ʄʝʯʠ ʯʘʣ - ʏʝʧʝʣʘʨʝ (Chepelare)  18 1155-1873 15.12.2012 - 07.04.2012 
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ʉʢʠ ʮʝʥʪʲʨ ɹʘʥʩʢʦ (Bansko Ski) 18 104   24 135   28 159   28,00 159,00 

ʉʢʠ ʮʝʥʪʲʨ ʄʝʯʠ ʯʘʣ - ʏʝʧʝʣʘʨʝ (Chepelare)  15 81   22 118   22 118   22,00 118,00 

 

Additional information 
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Bansko Ski 
  

x x x   x     yes 1       
  

x x x     x yes 

Chepelare   x     x     no           x       x yes 
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10.2 Evaluation of the participating cross-country resort 
 
From 3 contacted cross-country resorts we received 1 answer. The 2 cross-country 
runs in Pamporovo are 25 km long, are free of charge and are situated 1660 metres 
above sea level. 
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ʇʘʤʧʦʨʦʚʦ (Pamporovo) 2 25 no 1660 no no yes yes 
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11 Cyprus 
 
Capital:  Nicosia 

Official Language(s): Greek 

Currency: Euro 

Calling Code: 00357 

Official tourism: www.visitcyprus.com 

 

Alpine resorts 

Contacted Answers 

1 1 

 

General information about winter in Cyprus 
 
The impressive Troodos mountain range with its idyllic forests stretches across most 
of the western side of Cyprus offering a cool sanctuary in the summer and the 
opportunity for sports in the winter.  At the top of the Troodos Mountains one can also 
find the only Skiing Center in Cyprus.  Here, one can take advantage of the 
pleasures of winter sports under the beautiful Mediterranean blue sky. 
 
Skiing can be enjoyed on the slopes of Mount Olympus (1951 metres a.s.l.), usually 
from the beginning of January until the end of March.  Mount Olympus is only 2 km, 
from Troodos mountain resort, 12 km from Platres mountain resort, and about an 
hourôs drive from the seaside town of Limassol and the Capital, Nicosia. 
 
An International F.I.S. Skiing Competition is organized every year by the Cyprus Ski 
Federation and takes place at the ZEUS Slalom Homologated Piste.   
 
The Cyprus Ski Club operates four ski lifts at the Troodos ski centre: 
 

a. A chairlift on the FIS homologated slope of Zeus (380 Meters) 
b. A 350m T-bar type ski lift on the Hera slope 
c. A 150m T-bar ski-lift on the Sun Valley area leading to the Aphrodite 

slope. 
d. A 150m T-bar ski lift on Sun Valley leading to the Hermes slope. 

 
The ski lifts operate from 09.00.  All runs are suitable for beginners, intermediate and 
advanced skiers. 
 
For Cross Country skiing there are two tracks of 4 and 8 km. 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
The Cyprus Ski Club   E-mail:  csf@cyprusski.com 
Amfipoleos 21    Web-site:  www.cyprusski.com 
2025 Strovolos 
Nicosia, Cyprus    
 
Nicosia     Tel: + 357-22 44 98 37  //  Fax: +357-22 44 98 38 
Troodos Ski Shop   Tel: +357-25 420 104 
Troodos Zeus Lift   Tel: +357-25420105 
Troodos Sun Valley Lift   Tel: +357-25420165 

mailto:csf@cyprusski.com
http://www.cyprusski.com/
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11.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resort 
 
Cyprus might not be the thought of a typical ski nation at first, nevertheless there is 
the possibility of going skiing at Troodos Ski Resort, but, because of its location, the 
ski resort is quite small. 
 

Alpine resorts Slope km Sea level in m Season 

Troodos Ski Resort 2 1800-1850 Usually from January to the end of March 

 

Costs 
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Troodos Ski Resort 23 n.a.   23 n.a.   23 n.a.   23 n.a. 

            

 
n.a. = not applicable 
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12 Czech Republic 
 

Capital:  Prague 

Official Language(s): Czech 

Currency: Czech Koruna (at the official conversion rate from the 

European Commission from the 01.08.2012: 25,258) 
Calling Code: 00420 

Official tourism: www.czechtourism.com 

 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

196 38 48 10 

 

General information about winter in the Czech Republic 
 
Skiing is very popular in the Czech Republic. People go alpine skiing and cross 
country skiing a lot and in fact there are many slopes and tracks in the Czech 
mountains. Conditions are very good as the Czech Republic is surrounded by 
mountain ranges and highlands and these get large amounts of snow each winter. 
The main season is generally from mid-December to mid-March. 
 
People do all kinds of winter sports, but especially alpine skiing, snowboarding and 
cross country skiing. Many families go skiing several times each winter. In primary 
schools children at the age of 13 go for ski training courses organized by their 
schools, and many secondary schools also organize ski training courses for their 16-
years-old students. 
 
There are more than two hundred both large and small ski resorts in the Czech 
Republic. There are also a number of small resorts with ski slopes suitable for 
families with children while the larger ski resorts usually offer a variety of slopes and 
funparks for advanced skiers. There are also many very scenic cross country-skiing 
tracks all around the country. The most popular area with tourists is the Krkonoġe 
(ñGiantò) Mountains in the north which is also famous for its ski jumping competitions 
in Harrachov. This area also has the highest number of ski resorts.  
 
Skiing is a huge business as not only many Czechs, but also Polish, Austrians, 
Germans, Dutch, Slovaks and other Europeans use the resortsô services. Ski resorts 
operators all over the Czech mountain areas continuously work on keeping their 
services and equipments updated, and take good care of their ski slopes. Also, when 
there is not enough snow, most of the resorts use snow guns to provide good 
conditions for skiers. 
In each ski resort there are many restaurants, refreshment facilities, ski and 
snowboard rental services, ski schools for children, and in big ski resorts there are ski 
buses, too. On long distance cross-country ski runs there are a number of 
refreshment areas including chalet restaurants. A wide range of accommodation 
services, from hotels and guesthouses to rooms in private houses, is on offer in all 
the skiing areas. 
 
In case of accidents, there is a network of rescue services called ñHorsk§ sluģbaò and 
phone details of the local teams can be found in all ski resorts, and at chalets in 

http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=conversion&trestr=0x1080
http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=rate&trestr=0x1080
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higher locations. Before leaving for trips to higher locations, it is advisable to follow 
weather forecasts and warnings concerning snow storms and areas of potential 
avalanches.  
General information about all the mountains areas, including links to ski resorts and 
accommodation facilities are available at www.ceskehory.cz . General information 
about tourism in the Czech Republic can be found in a number of languages on 
www.czechtourism.com.  
 
12.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resorts 
 
The Czech Republic is a big skiing nation and 196 ski resorts were contacted. 38 of 
them filled in our questionnaire and most belong to the categories from 0-2 and 3-10 
km. As can be seen below, the costs are quite moderate and every resort offers 
some extras or additional activities apart from skiing. For instance nearly every resort 
provides a ñflood litò slope. 
 

Alpine resorts Slope km Sea level in m Season 

Are§l Nella Bartoġovice v OrlickĨch hor§ch, Orlick® hory 1,20 560-630 26.12.2012 - 15.03.2012 

Benecko 5,00 650-1000 15.11.2012 - 31.03.2013 

Biocel Zlatník 0,80 650-740 15.12.2012 - 15.03.2012 

Horsk® stŚedisko Sol§Ŕ-Karolinka 7,70 500-861 10.12.2012 - 31.03.2013 

Jonas Park Ostruģn§ 2,00 730-835 
 

Klep§ļov 1,50 750-850 15.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

LyģaŚsk® stŚedisko Kempaland Bukovec 1,00 450-570 15.12.2012 - 31.03.2013 

LyģaŚskĨ are§l Bonera Ramzová 12,00 600-1300 01.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

LyģaŚskĨ are§l ĻeŚ²nek 0,60 660-750 
 

LyģaŚskĨ are§l Paseky nad Jizerou 10,00 620-860 20.12.2012 - 20.3.2013 

NŊmļiļky 0,70 180-180 02.12.2012 - 31.03.2013 

PŚ²chovice U Ļ§pa 2,50 700-800 25.12.2012 - 25.03.2013 

Ski are§l Aldrov V²tkovice v Krkonoġ²ch 5,30 615-733 05.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Ski areál Avalanche 2,00 610-705 15.12.2012 - 15.03.2013 

Ski are§l BedŚichov 5,40 710-802 
 

Ski areál Bílá 5,60 550-774 10.12.2012 - 15.04.2013 

Ski are§l Boģ² Dar - Neklid 5,20 850-1135 08.12.2012 - 20.03.2012 

Ski are§l Ļenkovice 4,50 737-958 15.12.2012 - 31.03.2013 

Ski are§l DlouhoŔovice 0,50 420-470 20.12.2012 - 28.02.2013 

Ski areál Horní Domky and Skiareál Studenov 14,7 and 3,5 km 557-1315 01.12.2012 - 01.04.2012 

Ski areál JeġtŊd 9,20 536-944 15.12.2012 - 24.03.2012 

Ski are§l Kraliļ§k 7,10 680-1000 17.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Ski are§l Kubova HUş 2,30 995-1100 20.12.2012 - 19.03.2012 

Ski are§l Luģ 1,56 550-670 01.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Ski are§l Raliġks Horn² Beļva 1,85 605-729 30.11.2012 - 30.04.2013 

Ski areál RS Trnava Luhy 0,95 500-580 20.12.2012 

Ski areál Severák 5,20 730-785 
 

Ski are§l ĠpindlerŢv MlĨn 25,00 702-1235 01.12.2012 - 21.04.2013 

Ski are§l Synot Kyļerka 2,40 550-710 
 

Ski are§l TanvaldskĨ Ġpiļ§k 6,60 545-820 
 

Ski areál Troják 2,40 500-600 31.03.2012 

Ski centrum Zdobnice 2,10 605-730 22.12.2012 - 31.03.2013 

Ski Lucifer 0,75 600-750 01.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Skipark Ļerven§ Voda 2,30 600-1000 13.12.2012 - 10.04.2013 

Skipark Filipovice 2,60 675-890 15.12.2012 - 31.3.2013 

Sport areál Klíny 3,40 590-722 15.12.2012 - 15.03.2013 

http://www.ceskehory.cz/
http://www.czechtourism.com/
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Sportovn² are§l VĨprachtice, Luboġ Merta-Ovaz 0,36 698,8-767,7 16.12.2012 - 31.03.2013 

Ģacl®Ś - PrkennĨ DŢl 5,00 580-830 approx. 15.12.2012 - 31.03.2013 
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Areál Nella Bartoġovice v OrlickĨch hor§ch 12,00 n.a   12,00 n.a   12,00 n.a   12,00 n.a 

Benecko 14,00 61,00   18,00 82,00   18,00 82,00   14,00 61,00 

Biocel Zlatník 8,00 n.a   12,00 n.a   12,00 n.a   8,00 n.a 

Horsk® stŚedisko Sol§Ŕ-Karolinka 12,27 59,40   12,27 59,40   15,44 73,24   12,27 59,40 

Jonas Park Ostruģn§ 10,00 45,00   13,00 57,00   13,00 57,00   10,00 45,00 

Klep§ļov 9,10 36,00   13,86 53,44   13,86 53,44   9,10 36,00 

LyģaŚsk® stŚedisko Kempaland Bukovec 10,00 n.a   10,00 n.a   15,00 n.a   10,00 n.a 

LyģaŚskĨ are§l Bonera Ramzov§ 14,45 92,30   20,07 128,42   20,07 128,42   14,45 92,30 

LyģaŚskĨ are§l ĻeŚ²nek n.a ¹ n.a ¹   n.a ¹ n.a ¹   n.a ¹ n.a ¹   n.a ¹ n.a ¹ 

LyģaŚskĨ are§l Paseky nad Jizerou 12,27 67,30   17,42 96,20   17,42 96,20   15,68 86,85 

NŊmļiļky ú 3,36 Į n.a   ú 3,96 Į n.a   ú 3,96 Į n.a   ú 3,96 Į n.a 

PŚ²chovice U Ļ§pa 11,00 36,00   13,00 46,00   13,00 46,00   13,00 46,00 

Ski are§l Aldrov V²tkovice v Krkonoġ²ch 14,80 69,60   18,00 69,60   18,00 87,20   14,80 69,60 

Ski areál Avalanche 12,00 60,00   18,00 80,00   18,00 80,00   18,00 80,00 

Ski are§l BedŚichov 11,48 54,64   11,48 54,64   15,84 74,04   11,48 74,04 

Ski areál Bílá 13,80 43,50   17,80 61,40   17,80 61,40   13,80 43,50 

Ski are§l Boģ² Dar - Neklid 12,70 55,40   12,70 55,40   18,20 84,70   16,40 76,25 

Ski are§l Ļenkovice 12,67 57,40   14,25 65,30   17,00 76,40   14,25 65,30 

Ski are§l DlouhoŔovice 8,00 n.a   8,00 n.a   10,00 n.a   8,00 n.a 

Ski areál Horní Domky/Skiareál Studenov 15,04 79,18   20,98 109,27   23,36 121,55   19,80 103,33 

Ski are§l JeġtŊd 12,81 54,06   20,00 94,11   23,62 110,12   20,00 94,11 

Ski are§l Kraliļ§k 12,03 58,19   16,05 78,25   16,05 78,25   12,03 58,19 

Ski are§l Kubova HUş 10,00 44,00   12,00 53,00   14,00 62,00   12,00 53,00 

Ski are§l Luģ ú 3,96 į n.a   ú 3,96 į n.a   ú 3,96 į n.a   ú 3,96 į n.a 

Ski are§l Raliġks Horn² Beļva 10,00 52,00   10,00 52,00   13,00 64,00   10,00 52,00 

Ski areál RS Trnava Luhy 9,00 45,00   10,00 48,00   12,00 60,00   9,00 45,00 

Ski areál Severák 11,48 54,64   11,48 54,64   15,84 74,04   11,48 74,04 

Ski are§l ĠpindlerŢv MlĨn 20,00 86,00   24,00 106,00   30,00 132,00   24,00 106,00 

Ski are§l Synot Kyļerka 10,30 51,10   14,25 68,50   14,25 68,50   10,30 51,10 

Ski areál TanvaldskĨ Ġpiļ§k 15,84 77,60   15,84 77,60   19,80 97,40   16,63 97,40 

Ski areál Troják 10,50 33,00   13,50 45,00   13,50 45,00   10,50 33,00 

Ski centrum Zdobnice 12,70 59,40   12,70 59,40   12,70 59,40   12,70 59,40 

Ski Lucifer 12,00 n.a   12,00 n.a   12 to 15 n.a   12,00 n.a 

Skipark Ļerven§ Voda 14,25 74,82   17,42 75,22   22,14 108,08   17,42 75,22 

Skipark Filipovice 11,90 n.a   15,00 n.a   16,60 n.a   15,00 n.a 

Sport areál Klíny 10,4 46,5   12,00 68,2   12,00 68,2   12,00 68,2 

Sportovní areál Výprachtice 5,54 n.a   6,93 n.a   6,93 n.a   6,93 n.a 

Ģacl®Ś - PrkennĨ DŢl 14,00 60,00   14,00 60,00   17,50 81,00   16,00 71,00 
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¹They use a ticket system with points - one lift  ride is worth 10-12 points 

   
² for 11 rides 

   
³ for 10 rides 

   
n.a. = not applicable 

   
 
 

Additional information 
            

 

S
lo

p
e

 -
 E

x
tr

a
s
 

F
re

e
s
ty

le
 a

n
d

 d
e
e

p
 s

n
o

w
 (

p
o

w
d

e
r)

 s
lo

p
e
s
 

P
e

rm
a

n
e

n
t 

ra
c
in

g
 t

ra
c
k
 

T
ra

c
k
 w

it
h

 t
im

e
 m

e
a

s
u

re
m

e
n

t 

M
o

g
u
l 
s
lo

p
e
 

C
a

rv
in

g
 s

lo
p

e
 

T
u

b
in

g
 c

o
u

rs
e
 

F
lo

o
d
lig

h
t 

s
lo

p
e
 

F
u

n
p

a
rk

 

H
a

lf
p

ip
e
 

K
ic

k
e

r 

R
a

il 

B
o

x
 

L
o

c
a

l 
le

is
u

re
 a

c
ti

v
it

ie
s
 

T
o

b
o

g
g

a
n

 r
u

n
 

C
ro

s
s
 c

o
u
n

tr
y
 s

k
i 
tr

a
ils

 

S
k
a

ti
n

g
 r

in
k
 

Ic
e

 s
ti
c
k
 s

h
o
o

ti
n
g
 

S
le

d
g

e
 r

id
in

g
 (

w
it
h

 H
u
s
k
ie

s
, 

h
o

rs
e
s
, 

re
in

d
e
e

rs
) 

S
n

o
w

m
o

b
ile

 r
e

n
ta

ls
 /

 s
n

o
w

m
o
b

ile
 t
o

u
rs

 

P
o

s
s

ib
le

 t
o

 h
ir

e
 e

q
u

ip
m

e
n

t 

Are§l Nella Bartoġovice v OrlickĨch horách 
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12.2 Evaluation of the participating cross-country resorts 
 
10 Czech cross-country resorts participated at our survey and they are all free of 
charge and of medium length. Just two of them are smaller with a total length of 5 km 
and of them, Sportovní areál Vesec, is the only one which also offers a flood light. 
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Lesná 6 55 no 600-900 no no yes no 

LyģaŚskĨ bŊģeckĨ areal SkŚ²tek-Jeseníky 5 35 no 900 no no no no 

PŊnkavļ² vrch 1 5 no 1000 yes no no no 

Ski areál Bílá 4 25 no 550 no no no no 

Ski areál Hory 7 30 no 550 no no no no 

Ski region ĢŅ§rsko 5 50 no 630 no no no no 

Skiareál Horní Domky, Skiareál Studenov 7 37 no 550-1000 yes no yes yes 

Sport areál Klíny 7 51 no 850 no no yes yes 

Sportovní areál Vesec 2 5 no 412 no yes no no 

Zimn² bŊģeckĨ are§l Polevsko 5 20 no 500-600 no no no no 
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13 Denmark 
 

Capital:  Copenhagen 

Official Language(s): Danish 

Currency: Danish Krone (at the official conversion rate from the 

European Commission from the 01.08.2012: 7,4385) 
Calling Code: 0045 

Official tourism: www.visitdenmark.com/denmark 

 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts Indoor resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

7 2 5 0 3 2 

 

General information about winter in Denmark 
 
The winter weather in Denmark is very unpredictable. Some winters are very cold 
and include several days with snow and the possibility of outdoor skiing. Other 
winters there is no snow at all.  
 
The landscape is beautiful but quite flat and there are no mountains in Denmark, 
however it is possible to go alpine skiing on small hills in Hedeland near Roskilde and 
in Lensklint on Bornholm. When the temperature is favourable the ski resorts produce 
snow and both ski resorts offer skiing lessons. Some local ski clubs also offer the 
possibility of cross-country skiing. 
 
During the past years a couple of indoor ski resorts have opened and these resorts 
also offer lessons in skiing and snowboarding.  
 
Skiing is a popular sport in Denmark and many Danes go skiing every year. Some 
years it is possible to ski in Denmark but the Danes mostly travel to other countries in 
Europe for the skiing vacation due to the lack of snow and mountains. 
 
Foreign tourists mostly travel to Denmark to visit the beautiful old cities of 
Copenhagen, Odense, Aarhus, or Aalborg, and to shop for Danish design. The 
unique nature in Denmark and the music festivals are also very popular tourist 
attractions. 
 
You can find more information about tourist attractions in Denmark on 
www.visitdenmark.com.  
 
  

http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=conversion&trestr=0x1080
http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=rate&trestr=0x1080
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13.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resorts 
 
7 resorts were contacted and 2 participated to the report. Both are small and not 
situated at a high altitude. The price for a day ticket is cheap and at both resorts you 
also have the possibility to ski at night, as they offer ñflood litò slopes. 
 

Alpine resorts Slope 
km 

Sea level in 
m 

Season 

Skibakken, Slettegård 0,4 72-110 15.12.12 - 15.03.13 

Skicenter Hedeland   / Roskilde Skiklub Hedeland 0,3 10-55 when thereôs snow and frost 
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Skibakken, Slettegård 10 n.a.   13 n.a.   18 n.a.   13,00 n.a. 

Skicenter Hedeland   / Roskilde Skiklub Hedeland 6 n.a.   12 n.a.   12 n.a.   12,00 n.a. 

            

 
n.a. = not applicable 

    

Additional information 
            

 

S
lo

p
e

 -
 E

x
tr

a
s
 

F
re

e
s
ty

le
 a

n
d

 d
e
e

p
 s

n
o

w
 (

p
o

w
d

e
r)

 s
lo

p
e
s
 

P
e

rm
a

n
e

n
t 

ra
c
in

g
 t

ra
c
k
 

T
ra

c
k
 w

it
h

 t
im

e
 m

e
a

s
u

re
m

e
n

t 

M
o

g
u
l 
s
lo

p
e
 

C
a
rv

in
g

 s
lo

p
e
 

T
u

b
in

g
 c

o
u

rs
e
 

F
lo

o
d
lig

h
t 

s
lo

p
e
 

F
u

n
p

a
rk

 

H
a
lf
p

ip
e
 

K
ic

k
e

r 

R
a
il 

B
o

x
 

L
o

c
a

l 
le

is
u

re
 a

c
ti

v
it

ie
s
 

T
o

b
o

g
g

a
n

 r
u

n
 

C
ro

s
s
 c

o
u
n

tr
y
 s

k
i 
tr

a
ils

 

S
k
a

ti
n

g
 r

in
k
 

Ic
e

 s
ti
c
k
 s

h
o
o

ti
n
g
 

S
le

d
g

e
 r

id
in

g
 (

w
it
h

 H
u
s
k
ie

s
, 

h
o

rs
e
s
, 

re
in

d
e
e

rs
) 

S
n

o
w

m
o

b
ile

 r
e

n
ta

ls
 /

 s
n

o
w

m
o
b

ile
 t
o

u
rs

 

P
o

s
s

ib
le

 t
o

 h
ir

e
 e

q
u

ip
m

e
n

t 
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x no 
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Skicenter Hedeland   / Roskilde Skiklub 
Hedeland 

x 
     

x no 
  

3 2 
 

x x 
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13.2 Evaluation of the participating indoor resorts 
 
Both indoor resorts which filled in our questionnaire offer 2 ski treadmills. They are 
suitable for both beginners and advanced skiers. Equipment for hire and skiing 
instructors are available. 
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Indoor Ski, Golf og Konferencecenter treadmill 2 20 10 yes yes 32 yes yes yes 

SkiArena treadmill 2 9 9 yes yes max. ú 37 per lesson yes yes yes 
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14 ESTONIA 

Capital:  Tallinn 

Official Language(s): Estonian 

Currency: Euro 

Calling Code: 00372 

Official tourism: www.visitestonia.com / www.tourism.ee 

 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

5 1 7 2 

 

General information about winter in Estonia 
 
Skiing is one of the most popular sports in Estonia due to the climate which is very 
good for winter sports. In fact, Estonian winters are usually very cold (it may 
sometimes be more than 30 minus degrees) and full of snow. Although the landscape 
is quite flat, there are several opportunities for enjoying different kinds of winter 
activities such as skiing, snow tubing, sledging, snowboarding, cross-country skiing, 
snowmobile riding etc. 

Most Estonians love cross country-skiing in winter; this became popular after World 
War I when the first ski competition was held in 1921, in Tartu. This has become a 
yearly tradition and the Tartu Ski Marathon, established in 1960, now attracts 
professional and amateur cross-country skiers from around the world. The Cross-
country Skiing World Cup Series takes place in Otepää - the winter capital of Estonia. 

Downhill skiing and snowboarding are becoming more and more popular with 
youngsters, but as Estonia is a relatively flat country, cross country skiing remains 
the most popular. The variety of Estoniaôs landscape provides for ski enthusiasts of 
every level but is an ideal destination for beginners and intermediate skiers. The ski 
resorts are modern, and all the necessary equipment is available for hire as are 
private instructors. South Estonia is the hilliest region in Estonia and when winter 
comes, Otepää is the winter capital of Estonia. Otepää and Võrumaa are an ideal 
destination for winter sports enthusiasts looking for snowboarding and downhill 
skiing. 

There are plenty of child friendly slopes and facilities, and skiing in Estonia is very 
safe, as there are no avalanches and the main ski resorts in Otepää and Võrumaa 
offer well lit ski tracks during the late evening hours. 

Younger children get excited about sledging and snowtubing down snowy slopes and 
skating or playing ice-carousel on frozen lakes and rivers. Before sleighs were 
invented or introduced to the Estonian market, Estonians used linen bags or linen 
hanks for sledging. These days children use pretty much anything ï even plastic 
bags. If it slides ï it works. 
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When it doesn´t snow, it is still possible to use the snow tube hills where artificial 
snow is used. The best places for that would be Tallinn, Viljandi and Otepää. 

Cross country kick sledge trips promise a unique experience for adventurous people 
and most farms with horses offer sleigh riding. Kick sledging trips can be especially 
enjoyable in the national parks and nature trails throughout the country. Kick sledging 
on ice and ice sledging are less popular. 

Shrove Tuesday, which is in February, is still the day when almost every Estonian will 
go sledging as it is believed to bring good luck- in the old days, it was said to bring a 
good linen harvest. On Shrove Tuesday traditional Estonians eat pea soup and 
lenten buns. 

So, In Estonia you can be as active as youôd like and take part in all kinds of winter 
sports. Most walking/hiking trails, including the ones in our national parks, are 
suitable for cross country skiing. For the more adventurous, there is always the 
option to push the boundaries and experience the lifestyle of locals: For example 
jumping naked into the snow after having a hot sauna! 
 
You can find more information via following links: 
www.visitestonia.com   
www.turismiweeb.ee/en  
 
14.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resort 
 
5 ski resorts in Estonia were contacted and we received 1 filled in questionnaire from 
a quite small resort. Compared to other countries, in its category, it is neither 
particulary cheap nor expensive. This resort still offers some slope extras, like a 
carving and a ñflood litò slope. 

Alpine resorts Slope km Sea level in m Season 

Nõmme Spordikeskus 0,2 30-60 01.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 
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Nõmme Spordikeskus 19 96   19 96   19 96   19 96 

 

http://www.visitestonia.com/
http://www.turismiweeb.ee/en
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Additional information             
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Nõmme Spordikeskus 
     

x x x yes 
      

x x 
   

yes 

 
 

14.2 Evaluation of the participating cross-country resorts 
 
The 2 cross-country resorts which completed our questionnaire are bigger and also 
offer the possibility of night skiing compared to the ski resort described above. They 
are free of charge and at the bigger one, Sihtasutus Jõulumäe Tervisespordikeskus, 
it is also possible to hire equipment. 
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Sihtasutus Jõulumäe Tervisespordikeskus 12 53,08 no n.a. no yes yes no 

Tehvandi Spordikeskus 8 35 no 187 no yes no no 

         
n.a. = not applicable 
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15 Finland 

Capital:  Helsinki 

Official Language(s): Finnish, Swedish 

Currency: Euro 

Calling Code: 00358 

Official tourism: www.visitfinland.com 

 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts Indoor resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

15 7 24 6 5 3 

 

General information about winter in Finland 
 
Finland is characterized by long and cold winters so there is a lot of snow in most of 
the country. In northern Finland the skiing season lasts from October to May. Snow is 
even produced artificially to guarantee proper conditions for downhill skiing in ski 
resorts. In many places snow is stored over the summer and spread out to skiing 
tracks to lengthen the cross-country skiing season in the autumn. 

In the south and in the coastal areas, where most of the Finnish population is 
located, the landscape is quite flat. Therefore, cross country skiing is especially 
popular. According to a recent study by Finnish Forest Research Institute 41,5% of 
Finns practise cross-country skiing annually. In downhill skiing the percentage is 17. 
In numbers this is about 2,2 million cross-country skiers and 918.000 downhill skiers. 

There are thousands of kilometres of managed cross-country skiing tracks in Finland. 
The tracks are maintained by local authorities, skiing clubs, other voluntary 
organisations and skiing resorts. Many communities have up-to-date information on 
the condition of the tracks on their websites. 

Finland is visited annually by 3,8 million tourists. During the wintertime there are 
about 2,6 million visitors (2007-2008). One in five of them do some kind of outdoor 
activity on the snow (skiing, snowmobiling, safaris etc.) during their stay. 

According to the Finnish Ski Area Association the number of foreign downhill skiers 
was about 129.000 in the winter of 2006-07. Mostly they came from Russia (37%) 
and Great-Britain (29%), but also Frenchmen, Dutchmen, Baltic and Japanese 
travelled there in large numbers to experience the Finnish winter. However Finnish 
skiers are still the major customer group for ski resorts. 

Snow holidays in Finland are not only about skiing. The strength of Finland as a snow 
holiday destination is its versatile combination of dog sled safaris, reindeer safaris, 
snowmobile excursions, snowshoe walking, icebreaker mini cruises, winter driving 
and winter fishing in addition to cross-country skiing, downhill skiing and 
snowboarding. The supply of winter activities is better in snowy Lapland and North-
Eastern Finland. 



 
 
The European Consumer Centres Network 

 

 

 
 

Ski Resorts in Europe 2012/2013                                                                    52 

Finland has about 80 ski resorts in the north, 22 in Lapland , 26 in the south and 31 
in the middle of the country. Most of them are small and local. The main ski resorts of 
Finland are Levi, Ylläs and Ruka. They attract mainly families, recreational skiers and 
people interested in the diverse adventure activities they offer. 

The longest downhill ski trail is in Lapland (3.000 meters) and the average length of a 
ski run is between 600 and 800 metres. Compared to ski resorts in other countries, 
slopes in Finnish ski resorts are relatively gentle and safe. This suits the needs of 
families and beginners. 

The Finnish ski resorts have significant functional differences. Some emphasize 
diverse skiing opportunities while other focus on downhill skiing. Some favour 
families and others aim to attract young people with a lively after-ski night life and 
restaurants. However uncontaminated nature and spacious slopes are common to 
them all. 

www.skiinfo.com 

15.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resorts 
 
7 of the 15 contacted resorts completed our questionnaire and offer a range from 4 ï 
43 slope km. All of them have a quite long season which starts around December 
and ends from April to June. Ticket prices are average and almost all resorts offer 
various slope extras or additional leisure activities. For instance funpark obstacles 
can be found at all of the resorts. 
 

Alpine resorts Slope km Sea level in m Season 

Calpis Ski Center/Kalpalinna 4 79-171 01.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Levi 43,605 196,26-501,64 01.11.2012 - 12.05.2013 

Messilä 10 111-222 23.11.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Ruka 30 291-492 18.10.2012 - 09.06.2013 

Salla Ski Resort 11 250-465 24.11.2012 - 05.05.2013 

Sappee Ski Resort 10 90-210 approx. 01.12.2012-14.04.2013 

Tahkonrinteet 16,5 100-300 approx. 01.12.2012 - 28.04.2013 

 
  

http://www.skiinfo.com/


 
 
The European Consumer Centres Network 

 

 

 
 

Ski Resorts in Europe 2012/2013                                                                    53 

Costs 

           

  

D
a

y
 S

k
i 

P
a
s

s
 C

h
il
d

 (
b

o
rn

 i
n

 2
0

0
3

) 

6
 D

a
y

 S
k

i 
P

a
s

s
 C

h
il

d
 (

b
o

rn
 i
n

 2
0

0
3
) 

  

D
a

y
 S

k
i 

P
a
s

s
 Y

o
u

th
 (

b
o

rn
 i
n

 1
9

9
6

) 

6
 D

a
y

 S
k

i 
P

a
s

s
 Y

o
u

th
 (

b
o

rn
 i
n

 1
9

9
6
) 

  

D
a

y
 S

k
i 

P
a
s

s
 A

d
u

lt
 

6
 D

a
y

 S
k

i 
P

a
s

s
 A

d
u

lt
  

  

D
a

y
 S

k
i 

P
a
s

s
 S

e
n

io
r 

(b
o

rn
 i
n

 1
9

4
7

) 

6
 D

a
y

 S
k

i 
P

a
s

s
 S

e
n

io
r 

(b
o

rn
 i
n

 1
9

4
7

) 

Calpis Ski Center/Kalpalinna 22,00 66,00   24,00 72,00   26,00 78,00   24,00 72,00 

Levi 24,00 100,00   37,50 166,00   37,50 166,00   24,00 100,00 

Messilä 35,00 180,00   35,00 180,00   35,00 180,00   25,00 125,00 

Ruka 21,00 97,00   30,00 135,00   35,00 156,00   21,00 97,00 

Salla Ski Resort 20,50 95,00   29,00 134,00   34,00 158,00   20,50 95,00 

Sappee Ski Resort 24 * 115 *   34,50 * 165 *   34,50 * 165 *   24 * 115 * 

Tahkonrinteet 24,00 103,00   36,00 139,00   36,00 139,00   24,00 103,00 

            

  
* last season 
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Calpis Ski Center/Kalpalinna 

  

x   x         yes     5 4 

  

  x       x yes 

Levi       x x   x no 1 3 4 6 x x     x x yes 

Messilä       x     x yes     15 5   x       x yes 

Ruka       x x   x yes 1 5 12 5 x x x   x x yes 

Salla Ski Resort x x x   x   x yes     10 3 x x x   x x yes 

Sappee Ski Resort x             yes   8 10 10 x x x     x yes 

Tahkonrinteet               yes 1   13 8 x x     x x yes 
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15.2 Evaluation of the participating cross-country resorts 
 
Even though more cross-country resorts were contacted than alpine resorts, we only 
received 6 answers. Only one of them is quite small, Lieksan Hiihtokeskus with 7 km 
and all the others are huge, with more than 100 or 200 km. The runs are free of 
charge and also cross-country skiing at night is possible. 
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Hetta Ski Resort 9 120 no 350 no yes yes yes 

Jämin 10 130 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 

Kiilopää 50 200 no 358 no yes yes yes 

Levi 10 230 no 200 no yes yes yes 

Lieksan Hiihtokeskus 5 7 no 120 - 150 no yes no yes 

Skiresort Iso-Syöte 2 120 no 432 no yes yes yes 

         n.a. = not applicable 
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15.3 Evaluation of the participating indoor resorts 
 
When we look at the 3 answers for indoor resorts, it is clear that Finland is a cross-
country nation, as they also offer this service indoor. The 3 resorts have a total length 
between 230 ï 1000 m and the hiring of equipment is possible. 
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Jämin Hiihtotunneli cross-country 1 230 230 yes no not applicable yes yes no 

Skitunnel Finnfoam Paippi cross-country 1 700 700 yes no 40 yes no no 

Vahterusring cross-country 1 1000 1000 yes n.a. 12 yes yes no 
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16 France 
 
Capital:  Paris 

Official Language(s): French 

Currency: Euro 

Calling Code: 0033 

Official tourism: www.francetourism.com/ 

 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts Indoor resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

15 3 16 3 1 0 

 

General information about winter in France 
 
France is very popular for its winter sport resorts. In France, the major part of winter 
sports resorts is concentrated in the Nothern Alps, in the departments of Savoy, High 
Savoy and Isère. There are however also resorts in the Southern Alps, Pyrenees, the 
Massif central, Jura, Vosges and Corsica. Every ski area is different and has its own 
identity and travelers can easily find a ski resort suitable for them, whether it be for 
holidays with friends, family, as beginners, advanced skiers, extreme sportsman etc.; 
for cross-country skiing, sledging, surfing, gliding, alpine, freestyle or Nordic skiing, 
every kind of winter sport can be practice in France. A Map of the skiing areas can be 
found for example under http://ski-resort-france.co.uk/carte    
 
A 6 days ski pass costs usually between 150 and 180 ú in the larger resorts, and 
between approx 100 and 150 ú for the smaller ones. Some resorts, for a supplement, 
allow the use of the pass also at associated resort. 
 
The biggest stations in terms of skiing areas (without partnerships with other resorts) 
are  

 
- Serre Chevalier (250 km) 
- Alpe d'Huez (238 km) 
- La Plagne (225 km) 

 
The best known combined resorts are 

 
- the area Trois Vallées which regroups six resorts with more than 600 km of 
interconnected slopes 
- les portes du Soleil (650 km, between France and Switzerland) 
- la Voie Lactée (600 km, between France and Italy) 

 
The three resorts known for their altitude  

- Chamonix (3842m)  
- Les Deux Alpes (3600m) 
- Tignes - Val d'Isère (3456m)  

Several resorts have glaciers which permit skiing in the summer season, for example 

http://ski-resort-france.co.uk/carte
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- La Plagne  
- Les Deux Alpes  
- Tignes 
 

Links: 
 
Information portal ski and mountain http://www.skifrance.fr/  
 
Association Nationale des Maires des Stations de Montagne http://www.anmsm.fr/ 
 
Portal of the French tourist information centres and initiatives http://www.tourisme.fr/  
 

16.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resorts 
 
Only 3 resorts in France completed the questionnaire. All of them represent big and 
well-known resorts and Combloux, the smallest one with 100 km, offers favourable 
rates. The difference in cost Combloux and Serre Chevalier Vall®e and Val dôIs¯re is 
that the latter two also offer more slope extras and leisure activities. 
In Val dôIs¯re there are also 5 lifts free of charge for beginners. Also Val dôIs¯re didnôt 
provide information concerning the various length of the slopes, they have 11 green, 
34 blue, 20 red and 16 black slopes. 
 

Alpine resorts Slope km Sea level in m Season 

Combloux 100 1000-2450 18.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Serre Chevalier Vallée 250 1200-2800 15.12.2012 - 28.04.2013 

Val d'Isère 158 1785-3488 01.12.2012 - 05.05.2013 

 
 

Costs 

           

  

D
a
y

 S
k

i 
P

a
s

s
 C

h
il
d

 (
b

o
rn

 i
n

 2
0

0
3

) 

6
 D

a
y

 S
k

i 
P

a
s

s
 C

h
il

d
 (

b
o

rn
 i
n

 2
0

0
3
) 

  

D
a
y

 S
k

i 
P

a
s

s
 Y

o
u

th
 (

b
o

rn
 i
n

 1
9

9
6

) 

6
 D

a
y

 S
k

i 
P

a
s

s
 Y

o
u

th
 (

b
o

rn
 i
n

 1
9

9
6
) 

  

D
a
y

 S
k

i 
P

a
s

s
 A

d
u

lt
 

6
 D

a
y

 S
k

i 
P

a
s

s
 A

d
u

lt
  

  

D
a
y

 S
k

i 
P

a
s

s
 S

e
n

io
r 

(b
o

rn
 i
n

 1
9

4
7

) 

6
 D

a
y

 S
k

i 
P

a
s

s
 S

e
n

io
r 

(b
o

rn
 i
n

 1
9

4
7

) 

Combloux 22,70 114,00   29,80 148,00   29,80 148,00   27,60 137,00 

Serre Chevalier Vallée 35,50 171,00   44,50 214,00   44,50 214,00   40,00 192,50 

Val d'Isère 36,00 180,00   45,00 225,00   45,00 225,00   36,00 180,00 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.skifrance.fr/
http://www.anmsm.fr/
http://www.tourisme.fr/
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Additional information 
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Combloux 

  

x           x yes   3 4   

  

x x         yes 

Serre Chevalier Vallée x   x x     x yes         x x x   x x yes 

Val d'Isère x x x x x   x yes   27 27 1 x x x   x x yes 

 
 

16.2 Evaluation of the participating cross-country resorts 
 
The same 3 resorts who completed to the alpine questionnaire also offer cross-
country runs. Only in Serre Chevalier Vallée consumers are charged for the usage 
and in all 3 resorts hiring equipment is possible. 
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Combloux 2 5 no 1100 no no yes yes 

Les Deux Alpes 2 20 no 900-1600 no no yes no 

Serre Chevalier Vallée 6 32 yes 1400-1600 no no yes yes 
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17 Germany 
 
Capital:  Berlin 

Official Language(s): German 

Currency: Euro 

Calling Code: 0049 

Official tourism: www.germany-tourism.de 

 
 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts Indoor resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

17 7 24 9 6 3 

 

General information about winter in Germany 
 
Skiing is very popular in Germany and it is one of the largest winter sports nations. 
The Alps and the highlands provide enough snow cover for skiing . In the flat country 
there are well-known ski halls and cross-country runs.  The 6 In-door Ski Halls in 
Germany are in Neuss, Bottrop, Senftenberg, Oberhof, Wittenburg and Bispingen. 
 
The most favorite destination for German ski enthusiasts are the Bavarian Alps and 
the Alpine foothills.  Berchtesgaden, Oberstdorf and Garmisch Partenkirchen are 
world famous. The largest ski region in the north of the Alps is the Sauerland with its 
famous ski resorts such as Winterberg and Willingen. The Black Forest provides 
optimal conditions for cross-country and alpine skiing. The Thuringian Forest, the 
Harz as well as the Eifel are also famous regions for skiing in Germany. 
 
The heart of the Bavarian Alps, the Zugspitze, at 2,962 m is the highest mountain in 
Germany. The Zugspitze plateau is Germany's highest and only glacier ski area. 
 
17.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resorts 
 
7 of the 17 contacted ski resorts participated to the survey and provide an overview 
of both small and big ski resorts. Also, cost-wise, there is something suitable for 
every budget, and moreover, apart from the slopes, the resorts offer many additional 
activities, such as funparks, indoor pools and sledge riding. 

 

Alpine resorts 
Slope 

km Sea level in m Season 

Bad Hindelang/Oberjoch/Unterjoch 32 1150-1590 01.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Geisskopf 8 840-1100 21.12.2012 - 24.03.2013 

Liftverbund Feldberg 55 950-1450 01.12.2012 - 15.04.2013 

Ski Oberstdorf - Kleinwalsertal * 124 814-2224 08.12.2012 - 28.04.2013 

Skiparadies Sudelfeld 31 810-1563 01.12.2012 - 14.04.2012 

Skiroute Dammkar 7 933-2244 01.01.2013 - 15.04.2013 

Spitzingsee-Tegernsee 25 1100-1700 Dec.2012 - March.2013 

    

    
* This is a cross-border resort in Germany and Austria 
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Costs 
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Bad Hindelang/Oberjoch/Unterjoch 18,50 84,00   25,00 109,00   30,00 141,00   26,50 133,50 

Geisskopf 16,00 63,00   20,00 89,00   20,00 89,00   16,00 63,00 

Liftverbund Feldberg 16,00 75,00   23,00 106,00   29,00 136,00   29,00 136,00 

Ski Oberstdorf - Kleinwalsertal 15,00 67,50   32,00 153,00   41,50 199,00   41,50 199,00 

Skiparadies Sudelfeld 15,00 75,00   25,00 128,00   29,00 150,00   25,00 128,00 

Skiroute Dammkar 20,00 n.a   20,00 n.a   30,00 n.a   30,00 n.a 

Spitzingsee-Tegernsee 16,00 75,00   29,00 128,00   32,00 150,00   29,00 128,00 

            

  
n.a. = not applicable 
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Bad Hindelang/Oberjoch/Unterjoch 

  

x       x   x yes         

  

  x x x x   yes 

Geisskopf       x x   x yes   4 6 3   x   x x   yes 

Liftverbund Feldberg   x   x       yes   2 6 9 x x x x     yes 

Ski Oberstdorf - Kleinwalsertal     x x x x x yes 1 6 6 10   x x   x   yes 

Skiparadies Sudelfeld x   x   x x   yes 1 2 1     x x x x   yes 

Skiroute Dammkar x     x       no           x   x     yes 

Spitzingsee-Tegernsee x x     x   x yes   8 5 3   x   x x   yes 
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17.2 Evaluation of the participating cross-country resorts 
 
9 cross-country resorts took part in our survey and provide information on both, small 
and bigger resorts. 3 of the resorts charge for usage of the runs and at nearly all 
equipment and an instructor is available. 
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Aktivzentrum Bodenmais am Bretterschachten 8 114 yes 1120 no no no yes 

Langlaufgebiet Gemeinde Bad Hindelang 5 46 no 825-1200 no yes yes yes 

Langlaufgebiet Oberstdorf 10 75 no 815-1070 no yes yes yes 

Langlaufgebiet Rusel-Geisskopf 8 70 no 700-1100 no no yes yes 

Langlaufloipennetz Balderschwang 5 40 yes 1000-1140 no no yes yes 

Langlaufparadies Lenggries 7 60 yes 700 no yes yes yes 

Liftverbund Feldberg 9 94 no 1300 no no yes no 

Loipenparadies Schwarzwaldhochstraße und Obertal-Buhlbachloipen 8 110 no 900-1050 no yes yes yes 

Wintersportzentrum Eck-Riedelstein mit Auerhahn- und Riedelstein-
Höhenloipe 

2 35 no 843 no no yes yes 
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17.3 Evaluation of the participating indoor resorts 
 
Altogether Germany has 6 indoor skiing resorts and 3 of them took part at our survey. 
Costs are comparable to a day ticket in a medium sized alpine resort but they only 
offer 1 or 2 slopes with a total length of 130 ï 1754 metres. The higher prices are due 
to the costs of maintaining the indoor resort. 
Equipment for hire and ski instructors are available and Skihalle Snowtropolis and 
Snow Dome Bispingen also offer a funpark. 
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DKB-Skisport-Halle artificial snow 2 1754 1200 yes yes ú 35 yes yes no 

Skihalle Snowtropolis artificial snow 1 130 130 yes yes ú 27 yes yes yes 

Snow Dome Bispingen artificial snow 2 300 300 yes yes ú 29 yes yes yes 
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18 Greece 
 
Capital:  Athens 

Official Language(s): Greek 

Currency: Euro 

Calling Code: 0030 

Official tourism: www.gnto.gr 

 
 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

10 0 6 0 

 

General information about winter in Greece 
 
Greece has a long tradition in tourism and hospitality. Facilitated by plenty of natural, 
cultural and environmental resources, as well by extended road, air and sea transport 
infrastructure, tourism boomed in the mid-1970s and goes on successfully till today. 
 
Greek resorts have different product and market profiles, making them capable of 
satisfying a great diversity of tourism demand. Winter tourism is very intense. 
Greece, already loved as a summertime getaway, is equally a mountainous, offering 
enchanting wild natural beauty and many attractive and picturesque destinations to 
explore. Many of them have been designated as National Parks and are being 
protected by domestic and international Law, while constituting ideal spots for winter 
and alpine tourism. 
 
There are around 20 ski resorts located at a 1430m - 2524m height on the mainland 
country, which remain open during the whole of the snow season (approximately 
from mid November to late March) and generally offer good quality snow. 
Temperatures at the heart of winter do not normally fall below -15°C, ranging 
averagely from -6°C to +2°C. 
 
Greek ski resorts are mostly situated nearby traditional towns and villages of great 
beauty, where visitors can have access to all kind of consumer goods and services. 
The resorts themselves are equipped with a variety of modern specifications and 
facilities (food, recreation, accommodation, first-aid, parking, etc.), in order to cater 
for all needs and demands possible. 
 
Most of these ski resorts offer programmes for beginners and for intermediate-level 
skiers, not forgetting of course to satisfy the needs of experienced skiers, who like to 
test their abilities in more extreme environment. Characteristically, a number of ski 
runs fulfil Olympic and other international specifications for sport and cross-country 
skiing. Additionally, visitors can enjoy a series of other sport activities, such as 
mountaineering, hiking, alpine biking and parachuting. Renting and buying ski 
equipment is available for higher or sale locally at most of the resorts, many of which 
operate also ski and snowboard schools for potential skiers. 
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19 Italy 
 
Capital:  Rome 

Official Language(s): Italian 

Currency: Euro 

Calling Code: 0039 

Official tourism: www.italia.it/en 

 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

121 22 93 17 

 

General information about winter in Italy 
 
While Italy is best for its sea resorts, its beaches, cities and culture, winter sports fans 
appreciate the wide choice of ski resorts Italy has to offer. In fact Italy has over 250 
ski areas. For the most part Italian ski resorts are situated in the north of Italy namely 
in the Alps; but also in the centre and the south of Italy you can go skiing, even on 
the volcano Etna which is located in Sicily. Some Italian regions like Tuscany, Emilia-
Romagna and the Abruzzi offer both beautiful beaches in summer, snow and skiing 
pleasure in winter. 
Besides its world-famous ski resorts like Cortina dôAmpezzo (where the Olympic 
Winter Games took place), Sestriere, Bormio, Madonna di Campiglio, Courmayeur, 
Alta Badia, Val Gardena (these spots are known for the ski world cup races which 
take place there at regular intervals), Italy has also many other lesser known ski 
areas where the quality of the services and the variety of leisure and amusement 
opportunities are very high. 
Certainly in every ski resort consumers can enjoy excellent Italian cooking with its 
world-famous pizza and pasta and also specialities of the area. 
Due to the fact that each single ski resort is attractive to a specific consumer group 
(some are preferred by families others by people who like the famous ñapr¯s-skiò and 
still others who seek the tranquillity, rest and regeneration) there is an ideal ski resort 
for everyone. 
 
Many ski resorts not only offer the possibility of skiing and snowboarding but also 
sledging, ice skating, cross-country skiing and snow shoeing. 
Some Italian ski resorts are part of a bigger ski-region and offer a multiple day ski 
pass for the whole ski-region to interested consumers. Dolomiti Superski is one of 
these regions and is situated in the North-Eastern part of Italy and is composed of 12 
ski areas This ski-region, part of a UNESCO Natural World Heritage Site, is one of 
the biggest in the world with about 1.200 slope kilometres and 450 ski-lifts. 
 
19.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resorts 
 
Italy is one of the big ski nations and we received a many resorts took part which 
gives us the possibility of providing a representative survey. Mostly medium to large 
ski resorts took part in the survey and the prices are medium to high level. Apart from 
skiing, nearly all resorts provide a deep snow slope, a funpark and a skating ring. 
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Alpine resorts Slope km Sea level in m Season 

Bormioski 50 1225-3012 01.12.2012 - 14.04.2013 

Breuil-Cervinia Valtournenche 150 1524-3480 27.10.2012 - 05.05.2013 

Cima Piazzi Happy Mountain 15 1345-2364 08.12.2012 - Easter 

Comprensorio Sciistico Monterosa Ski 180 1212-3275 01.12.2012 - Easter 

Cortina d'Ampezzo 120 1224-2939 
 

Dolomiti Superski 1 200 1000-3150 01.12.2012 - 07.04.2012 

Forni di Sopra 16 880-2068 08.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Funivia Ghiacciai Val Senales 35 2011-3212 Sept.2012 - 05.05.2013 

Madonna di Campiglio 60 1510-2444 01.12.2012-14.04.2013 

Mera Ski Srl 30 700-1750 01.12.2012-31.03.2012 

Piancavallo 25 1240-1865 08.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Plose Ski 42 1065-2512 01.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Rosskopf 16 960-2100 
 

Santa Caterina Valfurva 35 1732-2887 01.12.2012 - 14.04.2013 

Sella Nevea 18 1103-2133 08.12.2012 - 01.05.2013 

SkiArea Valchiavenna Madesimo Campodolcino 60 1082-2880 01.12.2012 - 14.04.2013 

Skigebiet Meran 2000 40 650-2300 08.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Skigebiet Schöneben am Reschenpass 40 1500-2500 15.12.2012 - 14.04.2013 

Tarvisio 33 750-1780 08.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Trevalli - Moena/Lusia - Sn Pellegrino/Falcade 100 1200-2300 01.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Val Gardena Gröden 175 1236-2500 06.12.2012 - 07.04.2013 

Zoncolan 28 900-2000 08.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 
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Bormioski 32,00 129,00   39,00 185,00   39,00 185,00   33,50 132,50 

Breuil-Cervinia Valtournenche 27,50 122,50   39,00 204,00   39,00 204,00   32,00 164,00 

Cima Piazzi Happy Mountain 26,00 110,00   33,00 159,00   33,00 159,00   26,00 110,00 

Comprensorio Sciistico Monterosa Ski 27,5 ¹ 122,50   39 ¹ 204,00   39 ¹ 204,00   39 ¹ 163,50 

Cortina d'Ampezzo 32,00 164,00   32,00 164,00   45,00 234,00   41,00 210,00 

Dolomiti Superski 35,00 178,00   35,00 178,00   50,00 254,00   45,00 228,00 

Forni di Sopra 22,00 132,00   30,00 150,00   35,00 168,00   30,00 150,00 

Funivia Ghiacciai Val Senales 27,00 151,00   41,00 216,00   41,00 216,00   36,00 189,00 

Madonna di Campiglio 29,00 146,00   29,00 146,00   42,00 209,00   38,00 188,00 

Mera Ski Srl 0,00 0,00   26,00 137,00   29,00 151,00   26,00 137,00 

Piancavallo 22,00 132,00   30,00 150,00   35,00 168,00   30,00 150,00 

Plose Ski 27,00 145,00   27,00 145,00   40,00 207,00   35,00 187,00 

Rosskopf 24,00 106,00   33,00 152,00   33,00 152,00   29,00 132,00 

Santa Caterina Valfurva 32,00 129,00   39,00 185,00   39,00 185,00   33,50 132,50 

Sella Nevea 22,00 132,00   30,00 150,00   35,00 168,00   30,00 150,00 

SkiArea Valchiavenna Madesimo Campodolcino 15,00 72,00   26,50 126,00   35,00 166,00   30,00 143,00 
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Skigebiet Meran 2000 27,50 135,00   36,00 175,00   36,00 175,00   32,00 160,00 

Skigebiet Schöneben am Reschenpass 23,50 102,50   34,50 186,50   36,00 186,50   34,50 168,00 

Tarvisio 22,00 132,00   30,00 150,00   35,00 168,00   30,00 150,00 

Trevalli - Moena/Lusia - Sn Pellegrino/Falcade 29,00 150,00   29 ² 150 ²   42,00 214,00   38 ³ 193 ³ 

Val Gardena Gröden 32,00 164,00   32 ² 164 ²   46,00 234,00   41 ³ 210 ³ 

Zoncolan 22,00 132,00   30,00 150,00   35,00 168,00   30,00 150,00 

            

 

¹ more expensive for christmas holidays 

   

 
 ²  born after 01.12.96 

   

 
³ born before 01.12.47 

    
 

Additional information 
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Bormioski 

  

x           x yes   6 4 4 

  

  x x   x x yes 

Breuil-Cervinia Valtournenche               yes 2 5 3     x x     x yes 

Cima Piazzi Happy Mountain               no           x x   x x no 

Comprensorio Sciistico Monterosa Ski x x         x yes     7     x x       yes 

Cortina d'Ampezzo x x x   x     yes   8 3 3   x x x   x yes 

Dolomiti Superski x x x x x x x yes         x x x   x   yes 

Forni di Sopra           x   no         x x x       yes 

Funivia Ghiacciai Val Senales   x x   x     yes   16 3 11 x x x       yes 

Madonna di Campiglio     x       x yes   16 5 12 x x x   x   no 

Mera Ski Srl x       x     yes                     yes 

Piancavallo x     x   x   yes   9 4 13 x x x       yes 

Plose Ski x x           yes           x x x x   yes 

Rosskopf x x           no           x x       yes 

Santa Caterina Valfurva             x no           x x       yes 

Sella Nevea x             no               x     yes 

SkiArea Valchiavenna Madesimo 
Campodolcino             x yes 1 5 8 3   x x     x no 

Skigebiet Meran 2000 x x       x x no         x x     x   yes 

Skigebiet Schöneben am Reschenpass x             yes   8 4 9   x x x x x yes 

Tarvisio             x yes   5 3 6 x x x   x   yes 

Trevalli - Moena/Lusia - Sn Pellegrino/Falcade x   x     x   no           x x x x x yes 

Val Gardena Gröden   x x x       yes   3 5 5 x x x   x   yes 

Zoncolan x             yes   11 2 5 x x x       yes 
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19.2 Evaluation of the participating cross-country resorts 
 
Italy is the country where we received the second most answers for cross-country 
skiing and also here the variety is huge. There are smaller resorts free of charge and 
bigger ones that are not. 
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Alagna Valsesia 3 10 yes 1100 no no yes yes 

Ayas Antagnod Champoluc 3 13 yes 1560-2000 no no yes yes 

Breuil Cervinia 1 3 yes 2050 no no yes yes 

Carezza Ski 3 16 no 1800 no no yes yes 

Centro fondo madonna di campiglio 4 21 yes 1640 no no yes yes 

Centro Fondo Riale 4 12 yes 1740 no no yes yes 

Dolomiti Nordic Ski 21 236 yes 960-2000 yes no yes yes 

Fiames Sport Nordic Center Cortina d'Ampezzo 10 70 yes 1286-1880 no yes yes yes 

Funivie Ghiacciai Val Senales 2 7 yes 3050-2450 yes no yes no 

Hochpustertal - Ihre Ferienregion in Südtirol 49 200 yes 1200-2000 no yes yes yes 

Langlaufgebiet Seiser Alm 15 80 yes 1400-2000 yes no yes yes 

Langlaufzentrum Langtaufers 4 45 yes 1900 no no yes yes 

Pfelders Lazinser Alm 1 12 no 1660-1796 no no yes no 

Pista di fondo del Comune di Gaby 4 7,5 no 1000 no yes no no 

Skigebiet Meran 2000 - Langlaufloipe Falzeben 1 3 no 1650 yes no yes yes 

Val di Fassa 13 70 yes 1200-2200 yes yes yes yes 

Val Gardena - Gröden 20 115 yes 1563 no no yes yes 
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20 Latvia 
 

Capital:  Riga 

Official Language(s): Latvian 

Currency: Latvian Lats (at the official conversion rate from the 

European Commission from the 01.08.2012: 0,6965) 
Calling Code: 00371 

Official tourism: http://www.latvia.travel/en 

 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

31 7 22 1 

 

General information about winter in Latvia 
 
Although Latvia is not a land of mountains, its steep slopes and snow-rich winters are 
just perfect for short runs with skis or on snowboard. First snow falls in November, 
but the real ski season starts only around Christmas and continues until the end of 
March. The coldest month is January. And while it may seem quite unusual, alpine 
skiing is one of the Latvians most favorite winter-time activities. Ski runs are located 
in almost every municipality in addition to well-appointed and illuminated tracks 
where one can engage in cross-country skiing.  
The majorities of the ski runs in Latvia are well-kept and equipped with modern ski 
lifts, and provide good skiing opportunities for children and beginners. It is possible to 
hire equipment and experience instructors are available. The Latvian Skiing Tracksô 
Association ensures that skiing runs are in order and that these comply with all 
quality and safety requirements. 
 
http://www.latvia.travel/en/skiing-and-snowboarding  
 

20.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resorts 
 
Latvia took part at our survey for the first time and 7 resorts completed the 
questionnaire. All of them are small ones, but have a long season and are quite 
cheap. In addition all have a ñflood litò slope and 5 also have a funpark. 
 

Alpine resorts 
Slope 

km 
Sea level in 

m 
Season 

AtpȊtas komplekss ''Gaizinġ'' 2 245-255 15.12.2012 - 10.04.2012 

JǛkaba grava 1 85-140 01.12.2012  - 01.04.2013 

RǕmkalni 0,25 8-43   

Riekstukalns 1,8 42-47 01.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

SlǛpoġanas un atpȊtas parks "Ozolkalns", GmbH 2,1 3-83 15.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Ģagarkalns 1,5 100-180 01.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Zviedru cepure 1 22-52 15.12.2012 - 01.03.2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=conversion&trestr=0x1080
http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=rate&trestr=0x1080
http://www.latvia.travel/en/skiing-and-snowboarding
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Costs 
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AtpȊtas komplekss ''Gaizinġ'' 5,70 25.00 
 

11,40 50.00 
 

11,40 50.00 
 

5,70 25.00 

JǛkaba grava 12,92 n.a 
 

17,23 n.a 
 

17,23 n.a 
 

12,92 n.a 

RǕmkalni 4,31 n.a 
 

4,31 n.a 
 

4,31 n.a 
 

4,31 n.a 

Riekstukalns 17,22 * n.a 
 

17,22 n.a 
 

17,22 n.a 
 

17,22 * n.a 

SlǛpoġanas un atpȊtas parks "Ozolkalns" 10,77 57,43 
 

17,23 71,79 
 

17,23 71,79 
 

10,77 57,43 

Ģagarkalns 7,00 n.a 
 

15,00 n.a 
 

15,00 n.a 
 

15,00 n.a 

Zviedru cepure 20,00 n.a 
 

35,00 n.a 
 

50,00 n.a 
 

20,00 n.a 

            

 
* only tickets for certain hours are cheaper in this category 

 
n.a. = not applicable 
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AtpȊtas komplekss ''Gaizinġ'' 

  

x       x x x yes   1 2 2 

  

  x         yes 

JǛkaba grava x           x yes   6 4 2             yes 

RǕmkalni             x yes     1 1             yes 

Riekstukalns             x yes   8 1 1 x x         yes 

SlǛpoġanas un atpȊtas parks "Ozolkalns" x           x no         x       x   yes 

Ģagarkalns             x yes   4 5 4 x x         yes 

Zviedru cepure             x no                     yes 
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20.2 Evaluation of the participating cross-country resort 
 
The one participating Latvian cross-country resort has a total length of 16 km and is 
free of charge. It has a ski-school and equipment for hire is available. 
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Ogres Zilo kalnu distanļu slǛpoġanas trase 3 16 no 30-60 no no yes yes 
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21 Lithuania 

Capital:  Vilnius 

Official Language(s): Lithuanian 

Currency: Lithuanian Litas (at the official conversion rate from the 

European Commission from the 01.08.2012: 3,4528) 
Calling Code: 00370 

Official tourism: http://www.tourism.lt/en/ 

 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts Indoor resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

4 1 2 0 1 1 

 

General information about winter in Lithuania 
 
In Lithuania there are 7 places where it is possible to ski. Snow falls every year from 
October to April. The coldest it can get in winter is ī34 ÁC (ī29 °F) in coastal areas 
and - 43ÁC (ī45 °F) in the east of Lithuania. 

Alpine skiing: 

The oldest ski resort is located in Ignalina, which has 4 tracks and 4 funiculars and 2 
snow-making systems. They have tracks for beginners and more advanced skiiers. 
Also a snowbaord park is avilable (http://www.lzsc.lt/news.php). Other possibilities for 
skiing can be found at the following places: 

- Mountain ski resort ñKalitaò, which is located in Anykġļiai. 
(http://www.kalitoskalnas.lt/) 
- Mortos kalns (http://mortoskalns.lt) 
- Ski resort Birġtonas.  (http://www.xteam.lt/LT/173/Slidinejimas-Birstone.htm) 
- Alpine skiing tracks in Alytus (http://www.alytus-
tourism.lt/index.php?id=3499)  

On weekdays the ski resorts are usually open at 12-15 and close at 22 oóclock and 
on weekends at 10-11 and close at 22 oôclock (some ski resorts are open until till the 
last customer has finished!). 

Indoor skiing: 

Druskininkai Snow Arena is the only winter activities complex in the Baltic countries 
that works all year round with artificial snow. Three ski slopes and a snowboarding 
park are arranged in an area covering 8 hectares. There are three kinds of lifts in 
Snow Arena: chair lift, button lift and three Magic Carpets. Ski instructors can be 
hired at the Snow Arena and the average temperature is about -2°C. 

Cross ï country skiing: 

"Ziemos trasa" is located in Vilnius and offers cross-country runs of the total length of 
3 km for free. 

http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=conversion&trestr=0x1080
http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=rate&trestr=0x1080
http://www.lzsc.lt/news.php
http://www.kalitoskalnas.lt/
http://mortoskalns.lt/
http://www.xteam.lt/LT/173/Slidinejimas-Birstone.htm
http://www.alytus-tourism.lt/index.php?id=3499
http://www.alytus-tourism.lt/index.php?id=3499
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Also there are country houses for rent in the surrounding areas, all information 
concerning country houses, rent, and prices, facilities and photos are available in 
English on this website:  

Useful links: 

http://www.sniegozona.lt/?mod=blog&act=index&lang=lt (information relating to skiing) 

http://www.xteam.lt/LT/1352/SLIDIN%C4%96JIMAS-LIETUVOJE.htm 

21.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resort 
 
4 ski resorts were contacted in Lithuania and 1 completed our questionnaire. This 
resort is very small and cheap, however it offers several slope extras and additional 
local leisure acitivites, such as a ñflood litò slope and a skating ring. 

Alpine resorts Slope km Sea level in m Season 

Vġǰ Lietuvos ģiemos sporto centras 0,73 162-222 15.12.2012 - 30.03.2013 
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Vġǰ Lietuvos ģiemos sporto centras 8 40   8 40   14 70   14 70 
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21.2 Evaluation of the participating indoor resort 
 
Apart from Germany Lithuania is the only country where an indoor skiing resort 
completed our questionnaire. It offers 4 different slopes with a total length of 1250 m. 
It is suitable for both beginners and advanced and also has a funpark. 
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Snow arena artificial snow 4 1250 640 yes yes 25 yes yes yes 
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22 Luxembourg 
 

Capital:  Luxembourg 

Official Language(s): Luxembourgish, French, German 

Currency: Euro  

Calling Code: 00352 

Official tourism: www.lcto.lu 

 

Cross-country resorts 

Contacted Answers 

4 1 

 

General information about winter in Luxembourg 
 
Luxembourg has a moderate central European climate with gentle winters. Therefore 
it is hard to predict how much snow and how cold each winter will be. Generally there 
are only a few days a year where there is snow. 
 
Although that Luxembourg is not really known for winter-sports, there is the possibility 
to do cross-country skiing in a few communes. When there are good snow conditions 
especially the higher located Öslingen in the north of the Grand Dutch of 
Luxembourg is suitable for cross-counry. 

 

22.1 Evaluation of the participating cross-country resort 
 
From the 4 contacted resorts we received 1 completed questionnaire. This cross-
country resort is free of charge, you can hire equipment and the runs are from 7 to 15 
km, depending on the winter. 
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Langlaufpisten in Weiswampach 2 7 - 15 (depends on snow) no 480 no no yes no 
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23 The Netherlands 
 

Capital:  Amsterdam 

Official Language(s): Dutch 

Currency: Euro 

Calling Code: 0031 

Official tourism: www.holland.com/ 
 
 

Contacted Answers 

16 0 

 

General information about winter in the Netherlands 
 
Although it can be quite cold during winter time, we do not have a lot of snow in the 
Netherlands. Moreover we do not have any mountains. However the flat landscape 
doesnôt stop Dutchmen from playing winter sports like ice skating, skiing and 
snowboarding, both at home and abroad.  In 2010 more than 1 million skiing holidays 
were booked in the Netherlands. The most popular destination is Austria, followed by 
France and Germany. 
In the Netherlands there are 7 indoor ski resorts with artificial snow. They all offer a 
great variety of sports activities in the snow and on the ice like skiing, snowboarding, 
tubing, ice karting etc. And they all offer skiing and snowboarding lessons. Most of 
the resorts not only offer sports activities but also shopping, fitness and beauty 
facilities and last but not least a lively après-ski.  
Besides the indoor ski resorts with artificial snow, there are also indoor halls with dry 
ski runs and countless ski treadmills to practice your skiing. The indoor ski activities 
are extremely popular as preparation for a skiing holiday. 
 
An overview of all indoor ski activities in the Netherlands can be found under the following 
link: http://www.skiing.nl/nederland/skibanenoverzicht.html 
 
  

http://www.skiing.nl/nederland/skibanenoverzicht.html
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24 Norway 
 

Capital:  Oslo 

Official Language(s): Norwegian 

Currency: Norwegian Krone (at the official conversion rate from 

the European Commission from the 01.08.2012: 7,422) 
Calling Code: 0047 

Official tourism: www.visitnorway.com/ 
 
 

Alpine resorts 

Contacted Answers 

19 1 

 

General information about winter in Norway 
 
Skiing (both alpine and cross country) is Norwayôs national sport and Norwegiansô 
favourite pastime in the winter. In a land passionate about its history, culture and 
nature, alpine and cross country skiing is one of the most cherished of all traditions. 
Children learn how to ski almost before they learn how to walk! 
 
This passion is made possible by the many ski resorts and cross country areas 
located all over the country. Itôs a wonderful way of appreciating Norwayôs stunning 
and unspoilt landscape.  
 
There are cross country tracks throughout Norway and itôs not just affordable, itôs free 
of charge! You can go cross country on maintained trails or go off on your own. Itôs a 
multi-generational activity, in which all the members of the family can participate, 
young and old. Itôs no surprise that itôs an activity loved by all.  
 
As cross country tracks can be found just about everywhere, and can be used for 
free, there isnôt really such a thing as cross country resorts in Norway. That being 
said, cross country skiing can often be combined with an alpine ski resort vacation, 
as many ski resorts also have cross country tracks in the area. 
 
The Norwegian ski season typically lasts for six months and usually offers good snow 
conditions. Slopes and trails usually open in November and the snow often remains 
light, powdery and deep until April. 
  
First-timers are usually impressed by the fast and efficient lift systems, the rather 
short lift queues, the modern ski equipment for hire and the fact that the many slopes 
and tracks are illuminated in the evening when it gets dark. In Norway there are some 
larger ski areas, situated mainly in Hallingdal and Gudbrandsdal, but most Norwegian 
ski areas are relatively small. On the other hand, you can find a small ski area in 
almost every valley suitable for it. 
 
There are even ski resorts located very close to the centre of Oslo, the countryôs 
capital. The biggest and best known ski area in the Oslo region is Holmenkollen. The 
World Ski Championships of 2011 were held there in February. Oslo Winterpark-
Tryvann is located by Holmenkollen, only 20 minutes from downtown Oslo (the World 
Snowboarding Championships were held there in 2012). You can go alpine or cross 

http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=conversion&trestr=0x1080
http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=rate&trestr=0x1080
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country skiing during the day and dine at a nice restaurant in the heart of Oslo in the 
evening!  
 
 

¶ Information about maintained cross country tracks:  
o http://www.langrenn.com/skisporet-no.4978659-201459.html 
o http://skisporet.no/ 

¶ Oslo Vinterpark Tryvann: http://www.tryvann.no/oslo-skiresort-winter-park-
holmenkollen/oslo-skiresort-tryvann/oslo-vinterpark 

¶ Holmenkollen: http://www.holmenkollen.com/eng/Home-Holmenkollen/About-
Holmenkollen 

 

 

24.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resort 
 
1 alpine resort from Norway participated to our survey. Eikedalen Skisenter offers 15 
slope km, has a 4 month long season and some slope extras are available. 
Compared to other resorts of the same size, the prices are a little bit above average. 

Alpine resorts Slope km Sea level in m Season 

Eikedalen skisenter 15 450-920 15.12.2012 - 15.04.2013 
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Eikedalen skisenter 35 105   35 105   41 130   35 105 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.langrenn.com/skisporet-no.4978659-201459.html
http://skisporet.no/
http://www.tryvann.no/oslo-skiresort-winter-park-holmenkollen/oslo-skiresort-tryvann/oslo-vinterpark
http://www.tryvann.no/oslo-skiresort-winter-park-holmenkollen/oslo-skiresort-tryvann/oslo-vinterpark
http://www.holmenkollen.com/eng/Home-Holmenkollen/About-Holmenkollen
http://www.holmenkollen.com/eng/Home-Holmenkollen/About-Holmenkollen
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Additional information 
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Eikedalen skisenter   x     x     x no     5 6               yes 
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25 Poland 
 

Capital:  Warsaw 

Official Language(s): Polish 

Currency: Zloty (at the official conversion rate from the European 

Commission from the 01.08.2012: 4,1207) 
Calling Code: 0048 

Official tourism: www.poland.travel/en-us 

 
 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

25 4 1 0 

 

General information about winter in Poland 
 
Though Poland is not the most popular skiing nation, it still provides skiing 
opportunities that may be highly affordable and satisfactory as well. Only here you 
will be able to find a wide range of slopes, walking routes and accommodation at 
exceptionally low prices. 
 
Skiers and snowboarders have at their disposal slopes and routes at various levels of 
difficulty. There are easy ones, appropriate for whole families (e.g. Biağka TatrzaŒska, 
Zieleniec), and more challenging ones (e.g. Jaworzyna Krynicka, Czarna Góra, 
Ustrzyki Dolne, Zakopane) and also slopes for the most demanding skiers (e.g. Nosal 
in Zakopane or StoŨek nearby Wisğa). In addition to this there are many cross-country 
skiing resorts, of which the best is in Jakuszyce (100 km of professional routes). 
Polana Jakuszycka, is a unique cross-country skiing centre, offering 156 days of 
permanent snow. Other well-known cross-country skiing resorts are located in 
Duszniki Zdr·j (Jamrozowa Polana) or nearby Wisğa (Kubalonka). 
 
The heart of the Polish Mountains lies at the feet of the Tatry Mountains. The most 
notable destination here is Zakopane. With a century-old skiing tradition and access 
to over 50 world-class ski lifts and slopes. Nearby, Kasprowy Wierch, Kocioğ 
Goryczkowy and well-known Gubağ·wka offer slopes for all levels of skiers.  
The Pieniny Mountains range is located in the southern part of Poland, not far from 
Tatry Mountains. The highest and most spectacular mountain is Trzy Korony (Tree 
Crowns), located on the Polish and Slovakian border.  
Another Polish ski resort worth visiting is Szklarska Porňba, which is located in the 
Karkonosze Mountains. Also Karpacz is located there, a resort of 100 days of 
permanent snow and well-prepared ski routes.  
 
Szczyrk and Krynica Zdrój are the best choices in case you are looking for an 
intimate ski resort where you can enjoy your stay undisturbed. Krynica Zdrój is the 
biggest ñwellnessò centre in Poland, celebrated for its fresh, clean air and over twenty 
springs of highly mineralized water. For this reason, and numerous spas located 
nearby, Krynica is most popular with seniors and families with children. The most 
popular tourist resort in the Silesian Beskids is Wisğa - a destination favoured by ski 
jumpers. Winter in Wisğa is a skiersô and snowboardersô Paradise. There are over 20 
ski lifts in the neighbourhood. 

http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=conversion&trestr=0x1080
http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=rate&trestr=0x1080
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If you are interested in rather easier, family-friendly slopes they are numerous in 
Polish mountains including resorts: Bukowina TarzaŒska, Karpacz - Kopa or 
Zieleniec. 
 
Useful links: 
http://www.narty.pl 
http://www.e-wyciagi.pl/en/ 
http://www.europe-mountains.com/ 
Mountain Rescue Service in Poland: 0048 601 100 300 www.topr.pl / www.gopr.pl. 
 

25.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resorts 
 
Poland has has a wide variety of ski resorts and 4 of them took part at our survey. 
They belong to the categories 0-2 and 3-10 km and the seasons starts at the 
beginning of December. The prices range from cheap to medium and only in 
Siepraw-Ski slope extras are available.  

Alpine resorts Slope km Sea level in m Season 

Dwie Doliny Muszyna - Wierchomla 8 640-1020 01.12.2012 - 31.03.2013 

OlczaŒ-ski 2 870-940 01.12.2012 - 31.03.2012 

OŜrodek Sportu i Rekreacji "G·ra KamieŒsk" 0,72 212-335 01.12.2012 - 31.03.2013 

Siepraw-Ski 0,4 330-390   

 
 

Costs 
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Dwie Doliny Muszyna - Wierchomla 30,00 73,00 
 

32,00 76,00 
 

32,00 76,00 
 

32,00 76,00 

OlczaŒ-ski 18,00 76,00 
 

21,00 85,00 
 

21,00 85,00 
 

18,00 76,00 

OŜrodek Sportu i Rekreacji "G·ra KamieŒsk" 1,46 n.a 
 

15,53 n.a 
 

19,41 n.a 
 

1,46 n.a 

Siepraw-Ski n.a n.a 
 

n.a n.a 
 

n.a n.a 
 

n.a n.a 

            

 
n.a. = not applicable 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.narty.pl/
http://www.e-wyciagi.pl/en/
http://www.europe-mountains.com/
http://www.topr.pl/
http://www.gopr.pl/
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Additional information 
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Dwie Doliny Muszyna - Wierchomla 

  

              yes         

  

  x     x x yes 

OlczaŒ-ski               no           x     x x yes 

OŜrodek Sportu i Rekreacji "G·ra KamieŒsk"               yes         x           yes 

Siepraw-Ski     x       x no                     yes 
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26 Portugal 

Capital:  Lisbon 

Official Language(s): Portuguese 

Currency: Euro 

Calling Code: 00351 

Official tourism: www.visitportugal.com/ 
 

Alpine resorts 

Contacted Answers 

3 0 

 

General information about winter in Portugal 
 
Portuguese people have only relatively recently been able to practice winter sports, 
which are being developed and are proving very attractive to young people. Among 
the main resorts are: 

Mountain Resorts: 

Cliffs of Health Mountain Resort 
This resort is located at an altitude of 1,500m. It boasts a hotel, restaurants, a youth 
hostel and tourist villas, for holidaymakers and skiers. Since it is also located in a 
residential area, other commercial facilities are also available. 

Golden Cliffs/Rossim Valley Mountain Resort 
This resort overlooks the town of Manteigas. The accommodation available here 
includes the Pousada de S. Lourenço (St. Lawrence Inn) and a camping site. The 
nearby lake in the Rossim Valley is breathtakingly beautiful.   
(http://www.valedorossimecoresort.com/) 

Sabugueiro 
This is the main mountain village in the Serra da Estrela, in terms of shopping and 
restaurants. You can also find various rural holiday lets here. 

Skiparque, Sports and Free Times, Lda 
This company manages the Serra da Estrela Ski Park in Manteigas, a synthetic ski 
slope. The company's main activities include a skiing school, paragliding (also with a 
school), a horse-riding centre and an adventure park.   (http://www.rt-

serradaestrela.pt/index.php/en/) 

Indoor resorts: 
 
Viseu Palácio do Gelo (Ice Palace) 
This ice rink is 600 meters2 and it is located in the center of Portugal. 
The rink is part of a Shopping Center and it includes an ice skate school. 
 
http://www.palaciodogelo.pt/content-pista-de-gelo.aspx?pid=42&cid=78 

http://www.valedorossimecoresort.com/
http://www.rt-serradaestrela.pt/index.php/en/
http://www.rt-serradaestrela.pt/index.php/en/
http://www.palaciodogelo.pt/content-pista-de-gelo.aspx?pid=42&cid=78
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27 Romania 
 

Capital:  Bucharest 

Official Language(s): Romanian 

Currency: New Romanian Leu (at the official conversion rate 

from the European Commission from the 01.08.2012: 
4,5635) 

Calling Code: 0040 

Official tourism: www.romaniatourism.com 

 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

12 3 12 0 

 

General information about winter in Romania 
 
Over a quarter of Romania is covered by mountains.  The Carpathian Mountains 
dominate the centre of Romania, with 14 mountain ranges reaching above 2,000 m, 
and the highest point at Moldoveanu Peak (2,544 m).The winters can be very cold in 
Romania, for example last winter -30 degrees Celsius were registered. The first snow 
falls in the mountains in October/November or even sooner and the last fall is usually 
in March/April. In Romania there are no ski resorts, comparable to those in other 
countries, but there are very good ski slopes and cross country runs. Almost all ski 
slopes are run by the state or the municipality and the lifts are either property of the 
state/municipality or are leased to a third party. The most important and well known 
ski slopes are located in the centre of the country in the county of Prahova and the 
county of Brasov. In Prahova the skiing area is the Prahova Valley and in Brasov the 
skiing area is Poiana Brasov which is also the name of the main city in the area. 
Predeal is another city with ski slopes and is in Brasov. In Prahova Valley the 
important cities where the ski slopes are located are: Sinaia, Azuga, and Busteni. 
The ski slopes are located on the DN1 road that connects Prahova and Brasov and 
the southern part of the country to the central part. In the last years the north part of 
the country, espacialy Vatra Dornei County, where the painted monasterys are 
located has developed a lot in the terms of turism.  New sloapes are available in this 
region. 

 
27.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resorts 
 
We contacted 12 resorts of Romania and 3 participated to our survey. Two of them 
are rather small, between 2 and 4 km and whereas the other one has 22 slope km, 
nevertheless all have similar prices. Also, all of them offer a permanent racing track 
and cross-country ski trails. 
 

Alpine resorts Slope km Sea level in m Season 

Cazacu 2,123 978-1525 01.12.2012 - 31.03.2012 

Poiana Brasov 22 1000-1720 approx. 20.12.2012-31.03.2013 

Suior 3,6 688-989 01.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=conversion&trestr=0x1080
http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=rate&trestr=0x1080
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Costs 
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Cazacu 18,00 n.a.   27,00 n.a.   27,00 n.a.   27,00 n.a. 

Poiana Brasov 18,00 n.a.   30,00 n.a.   30,00 n.a.   30,00 n.a. 

Suior 13,00 66,00   21,00 108,00   21,00 108,00   21,00 108,00 

            

  
n.a. = not applicable 

   
 

Additional information 
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Cazacu 

  

x x           no         

  

  x       x yes 

Poiana Brasov x x     x     no           x x     x yes 

Suior   x     x     no           x     x   yes 
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28 Slovakia 
 
Capital:  Bratislava 

Official Language(s): Slovak 

Currency: Euro 

Calling Code: 00421 

Official tourism: http://www.slovakia.travel/ 

 

Alpine resorts Cross-country resorts 

Contacted Answers Contacted Answers 

48 14 17 4 

 

General information about winter in Slovakia 
 
Winter in Slovakia does not only mean skiing. The fans of snowboarding and lovers 
of adventurous sports will also be satisfied. Tourists can try ski touring, go trekking 
with mountain guides, try the sledge tracks, snowtubing and paragliding in snow-
covered valleys. There are various opportunities for winter recreation activities in 
aquaparks with thermal water swimming pools under the open sky, ñwellnessò 
services and fun in the evenings in the hotels. 
 
In Slovakia there are modern centres with a vibrant atmosphere which have recently 
seen a lot of investment and its facilities now rival most of the better-known European 
ski resorts but with considerably lower prices. Ski centres are ready for all skiers from 
the less demanding to the most demanding ones.  
 
The slopes tend to be well laid out, some resorts can be lacking in more challenging 
terrain, but facilities for beginners and intermediate skiers are generally pretty good. 
In recent years the snow in Slovakia has been a match for anywhere in the world.  

Tourists can choose between the Low Carpathians (Malé Karpaty), Low Tatras 
(Nízke Tatry), High Tatras (Vysoké Tatry) in the North and Low Beskydy (Nízke 
Beskydy) in the east. There are excellent rental services who over up-to date 
equipment and also facilities for children, such as kindergartens, ski instructors and 
fun ski centres. The High Tatras offers endless number of skiing slopes even for the 
most demanding skiers. There are excellent slopes directly under the Slavkovsky 
Peak (SlavkovskĨ ġt²t) in Hrebienok. This is also a starting point for easy winter hiking 
to the Studenovodske Waterfalls (Studenovodské vodopády) which offer an exquisite 
view of icy cascades and water columns.  

More advanced skiing and best free-ride opportunities are to be found in Jasná Low 
Tatras and Park Snow High Tatras. Other opportunities include the Ski Park 
Ruģomberok, Snow Paradise VeŎk§ Raļa near Oġļadnica, wonderful and popular 
Park Snow Donovaly with the most up-to-date chair lifts, Winter park Martinky, 
Vrátna, Jasenská Valley and countless number of others. The Jasná ski resort is a 
top resort for unconventional free-ride snowboarding and free-skiing and has 5 free-
ride zones. However Vrátna Free Time Zone is well worth a visit because both ski 
resorts are perfect for everyone who loves adventure and free ride.  

http://www.visitslovakia.com/skiing/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/wellness-and-spa/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/wellness-and-spa/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/low-carpathians/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/nizke-tatry-low-tatras/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/vysoke-tatry-high-tatras/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/ski-resort-jasna-low-tatras/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/ski-resort-jasna-low-tatras/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/park-snow-high-tatra/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/ski-resort-skipark-ruzomberok/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/ski-resort-skipark-ruzomberok/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/ski-resort-skipark-ruzomberok/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/ski-resort-snowparadise-ve-ka-raca/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/ski-resort-park-snow-donovaly/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/ski-resort-winter-park-martinky/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/ski-resort-vratna/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/ski-resort-jasenska-valley/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/ski-resort-jasna-low-tatras/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/ski-resort-vratna/
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Those who want to admire the beauty of snowy landscapes can make use of well 
kept cross-country skiing trails of various degrees of difficulty and lengths. The most 
famous ones are in Ġtrbsk® Pleso, Tatranská Lomnica and Skalka in Kremnica. 
Slovakia is also attractive for fans of ski touring which has become more and more 
popular. 

Skiing in Slovakia can be combined with other recreation activites at the same time - 
there are numerous spa resorts and wellness centres. Spa resorts such as 
BeġeŔov§, Nový Smokovec, Turļianske Teplice, Trenļianske Teplice and Bardejov 
where tourists can enjoy flawless services.  

General information about skiing in Slovakia is available at: 
 
http://www.visitslovakia.com/ 
http://www.visitslovakia.com/skiing-4 
 
List of ski resorts: 
 
http://www.slovakia.travel/portal.aspx?l=2&ami=108057&smi=108057 
 
 

28.1 Evaluation of the participating alpine resorts 
 
In Slovakia 14 of 48 contacted resorts completed the questionnaire. They have 
between 1 and 42 slope kms and the price level is cheap to medium. All of them offer 
various slope extras or local leisure activities. 

Alpine resorts Slope km Sea level in m Season 

Jasná Nízke Tatry Sever&Juh 41,274 900-2024 01.12.2012 - 30.04.2013 

Orava Snow 8,6 760-960 01.12.2012 - 15.04.2013 

Park Snow Donovaly 11 910-1361 01.12.2012 - 15.04.2013 

Pezinska Baba 3,3 403-595 15.12.2012 - 15.03.2013 

Relax Center Plejsy 10 470-912 20.12.2012 - 31.03.2013 

Ġachtiļky 10,5 700-1102 10.12.2012 - 10.04.2013 

Salamandra Resort - Hodruġa H§mre 1,5 579-850 15.12.2012 - 15.03.2013 

Skalka arena 5,51 990-1252 01.12.2012 - 08.04.2013 

Ski Centre Levoļa 3,3 634-876 15.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Ski Krahule Stred Európy 3 900-1060 25.12.2012 - 20.03.2013 

Ski/Sun area Makovica 0,9 468-680 20.12.2012 - 15.3.2013 

Skiarena Faļkovsk® sedlo (KŎak) 5,8 806-1063 27.12.2012 - 01.04.2013 

Snowland Valļianska dolina 4,7 510-830 15.12.2012 - 31.03.2013 

Winter Park Martinky 13,29 1150-1456 15.12.2012- 15.04.2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.visitslovakia.com/strbske-pleso-1/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/home-page-1
http://www.visitslovakia.com/skiing/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/wellness-and-spa/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/aquapark-besenova/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/bath-town-turcianske-teplice/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/bath-town-trencianske-teplice/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/
http://www.visitslovakia.com/skiing-4
http://www.slovakia.travel/portal.aspx?l=2&ami=108057&smi=108057
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Jasná Nízke Tatry Sever&Juh 25,00 133,00   28,00 152,00   35,00 190,00   28,00 152,00 

Orava Snow 11,00 55,00   15,00 76,00   15,00 76,00   11,00 55,00 

Park Snow Donovaly 18,00 76,00   21,00 87,00   26,00 109,00   21,00 87,00 

Pezinska Baba 9,50 45,00   12,00 56,00   15,00 70,00   12,00 56,00 

Relax Center Plejsy 14,00 67,00   15,00 85,00   17,00 85,00   14,00 67,00 

Ġachtiļky 15,00 72,00   15,00 72,00   20,00 96,00   15,00 72,00 

Salamandra Resort - Hodruġa H§mre 9,00 47,60   15,60 82,40   19,50 103,00   15,60 82,40 

Skalka arena 10,50 49,00   14,00 65,50   17,00 82,00   10,50 49,00 

Ski Centre Levoļa 13,00 63,00   13,00 63,00   16,00 70,00   14,40 63,00 

Ski Krahule Stred Európy 12,00 60,00   17,00 90,00   17,00 90,00   12,00 60,00 

Ski/Sun area Makovica 13,00 60,00   13,00 60,00   13,00 60,00   13,00 60,00 

Skiarena Faļkovsk® sedlo (KŎak) 10,00 34,00   10,00 34,00   15,00 50,00   15,00 50,00 

Snowland Valļianska dolina 12,00 58,00   17,00 82,00   17,00 82,00   12,00 58,00 

Winter Park Martinky 15,00 79,00   18,00 90,00   22,00 113,00   18,00 90,00 
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Jasná Nízke Tatry Sever&Juh 

  

x       x   x yes   1 3 2 

  

x x     x x yes 

Orava Snow             x yes   2 1 1     x   x   yes 

Park Snow Donovaly x       x   x yes   3 2 6 x x     x x yes 




